
The Treasure Hunter's Companion

An Introduction to the Art of Seeking Hidden Things
A SalarsU Guide by Randy Salars

Welcome, Seeker
Treasure hunting is one of humanity's oldest impulses. From children hiding and seeking prizes to
professional salvors recovering shipwrecks, the drive to find what's hidden runs deep in our nature.

This guide introduces you to the world of treasure hunting—both literal (lost gold, buried caches, sunken
ships) and metaphorical (hidden value others overlook). Whether you want to swing a metal detector or
simply develop the seeker's mindset, you'll find something here.

Part 1: Famous Lost Treasures

Still Unfound (Possibly)

The Amber Room

Original value: Priceless (Russian imperial treasure)
Lost: 1945, hidden by Nazis during WWII
Location theories: Kaliningrad, underground bunkers, destroyed
Status: Replica built; original never recovered

Forrest Fenn's Treasure

Value: $1-2 million (gold, jewels, artifacts)
Hidden: 2010, Rocky Mountains
Found: June 2020 (location undisclosed)
Note: Caused 5 deaths during search; showed dangers of obsession

The Beale Ciphers

Claimed value: $63 million (gold, silver, jewels)
Hidden: 1820s, Bedford County, Virginia
Status: Two of three ciphers remain unsolved
Skeptic view: Likely an elaborate hoax

Oak Island Money Pit

Claimed contents: Pirate treasure, Templar artifacts, Francis Bacon's manuscripts
Location: Nova Scotia, Canada
Dug since: 1795
Status: Over $140 million spent; nothing significant found
Lesson: Sometimes the hunt becomes the treasure

The Lost Dutchman Mine

Claimed: Incredibly rich gold deposit
Location: Superstition Mountains, Arizona
Background: Jacob Waltz supposedly discovered a mine and died with the secret



Status: Hundreds have searched; multiple deaths; likely legend

Recently Recovered

The Nuestra Señora de Atocha (found 1985)

Sunk: 1622, Florida Keys
Cargo: Silver, gold, emeralds worth $450 million today
Found by: Mel Fisher after 16-year search
Key lesson: Persistence. Fisher's motto: "Today's the day."

The SS Central America (found 1988)

Sunk: 1857, Atlantic hurricane
Cargo: 21 tons of gold (California Gold Rush wealth)
Value: Over $150 million recovered
Legal lesson: Finder spent years in court fighting over ownership

Part 2: Types of Treasure Hunting

Metal Detecting

What it is: Using electronic detectors to find metal objects underground.

Best for finding:

Coins (colonial through modern)
Jewelry (rings are especially common on beaches)
Relics (Civil War bullets, buttons, artifacts)
Cache containers (tins, boxes)

Getting started:

Entry-level detector: $200-400
Learn your machine on your own property
Research local permission requirements
Join a detecting club for guidance

Where to hunt:

Your own property (easiest start)
Beaches (below high tide usually public)
Parks (check regulations)
Old homesteads (with permission)
Competition hunts (organized events)

Underwater Salvage

What it is: Recovering shipwrecks and their contents.

Requirements:

Scuba certification
Significant capital investment
Legal permits (extremely complex)
Historical research capabilities



Team and equipment

Legal complexity: Maritime salvage law varies by jurisdiction. Many countries claim ownership of historical
wrecks. Lengthy court battles are common.

Reality check: Professional salvage is expensive, legally complicated, and often unprofitable. Most successful
operations are corporate ventures.

Cache Hunting

What it is: Searching for deliberately hidden valuable—buried money, stashed loot, forgotten safes.

Research methods:

Historical newspapers (bank robberies, wealthy recluses)
Probate records (estates with mysterious gaps)
Local legends and oral history
Geological/geographical analysis

The reality: Most caches were retrieved by those who hid them. Still, enough weren't to make research
worthwhile.

Geocaching

What it is: Modern treasure hunting using GPS to find hidden containers.

How it works:

1. Create free account at geocaching.com
2. Download app
3. Find caches hidden by other players
4. Sign logbook, trade small items, rehide

Why it matters: Great practice for developing seeker skills in a low-stakes environment.

Part 3: The Treasure Hunter's Mindset

Research First

The most important tool isn't a metal detector—it's a library card.

Research elements:

Historical records (who lived here, what happened)
Old maps (showing structures no longer visible)
Newspapers (events, crimes, deaths)
Land records (ownership changes, estate settlements)
Oral history (old-timers remember what archives don't)

The pattern: Most successful finds result from excellent research, not random searching.

Think Like a Hider

Why do people hide things?

Fear (of theft, war, economic collapse)
Secrecy (illicit gains, privacy)



Forgetfulness (temporary hiding that becomes permanent)
Death (the hider dies before retrieval)

Where do people hide things?

Near landmarks they can find again
In containers that protect contents
Where others won't casually discover
Often closer to the house than expected

Manage Expectations

The math:

Most hunts find nothing significant
Significant finds usually come after many searches
Even professionals have high failure rates
Time invested rarely equals value found

The real treasure:

Time outdoors
Historical knowledge gained
Community of fellow hunters
The hunt itself

If you need treasure hunting to be profitable, you'll likely be disappointed. If you enjoy the process, the
occasional find is a bonus.

Ethical Framework
Always get permission
Fill your holes
Report historically significant finds to appropriate authorities
Don't destroy archaeological context for personal gain
Share knowledge with the community
Leave places better than you found them

Part 4: Getting Started

Week 1: Research

Tasks:

1. Research your local area's history
2. Identify 3-5 potentially interesting locations
3. Note landowners and permission requirements
4. Check local detecting regulations

Questions to answer:

When was this area first settled?
What activities happened here historically?
Where did people gather (churches, schools, markets)?
What's been lost according to local stories?



Week 2: Equipment

If metal detecting:

Entry machine ($200-400): Garrett ACE series, Minelab Vanquish
Pinpointer ($30-130): Makes locating easier
Digging tool: Quality garden trowel or detecting shovel
Finds pouch and gloves

If cache hunting:

Probe rod (for testing ground without digging)
Basic hand tools
Good flashlight
Metal detector (optional but helpful)

Always:

Research materials (library access, online databases)
Permission forms (professional approach)
Notebook and camera

Week 3: Practice

Metal detecting:

Bury test items in your yard
Learn your detector's responses to different metals
Practice clean recovery (minimal ground disturbance)
Get comfortable with the machine's weight and operation

All hunting:

Practice identifying old vs. new ground disturbance
Learn to read landscape features
Develop patience for slow, systematic work

Week 4: First Hunts

Start conservative:

Your own property
A friend's property with permission
A beach (usually public below high tide)
An organized club hunt

Focus on:

Process, not results
Learning to read signals
Proper recovery technique
Respectful land use

Part 5: Beyond Material Treasure

The Seeker's Eye



Treasure hunting develops a way of seeing—noticing what others miss, questioning assumptions, looking for
patterns.

This skill transfers:

Business: Finding undervalued opportunities others overlook
Investing: Recognizing value before the crowd
Relationships: Seeing the gold in people others dismiss
Ideas: Discovering insights hidden in plain sight

The Hunt as Practice

What if the treasure you're really seeking isn't material?

Many traditions use treasure as metaphor:

The pearl of great price (spiritual awakening)
Hidden treasure in a field (discovering your true nature)
The philosopher's stone (transformation itself)

The external hunt can mirror an internal one—the search for meaning, for self-knowledge, for that which
makes life valuable.

Questions for Reflection
What are you really seeking?
Where have you been looking?
What might be hidden in plain sight?
What would "finding it" actually change?
Is the search itself part of the answer?

Part 6: Resources

Books
The Metal Detecting Bible by Brandon Neice - Best introduction to detecting
Treasure Hunter's Manual by Karl von Mueller - Classic cache hunting guide
Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea by Gary Kinder - Story of SS Central America recovery

Websites
Geocaching.com - Modern GPS treasure hunting
Treasurenet.com - Active forum community
Detectorprospector.com - Reviews and discussion

Organizations
Local metal detecting clubs (search Facebook, Google)
FMDAC (Federation of Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs)
Historical societies (for research partnerships)

Legal Resources
Know your state and local laws
Understand permits required for specific lands
Federal lands (National Parks, etc.) prohibit detecting
State lands vary by state



Private land requires written permission

Quick Reference: First Hunt Checklist
Before:

 Research location history

 Secure written permission

 Check regulations

 Charge batteries

 Pack supplies (water, snacks, tools)

 Inform someone of your plans

During:

 Systematic search pattern

 Clean recovery technique

 Fill all holes

 Document finds (photos, notes, GPS)

 Take only what you're permitted

 Respect the land

After:

 Thank landowner

 Clean equipment

 Log finds and research interesting items

 Share with community (if appropriate)

 Plan next hunt

Final Thoughts
Treasure hunting is ultimately about attention—the willingness to look where others don't, to research when
others won't, to persist when results are slow.

The treasures most worth finding often aren't gold or silver. They're the skills developed in seeking, the
knowledge gained in research, the wonder preserved in an age of cynicism.

Something valuable is always hidden somewhere. The question is whether you have eyes to see it.

Happy hunting.

Part 7: Advanced Metal Detecting Techniques

Understanding Your Detector

How Metal Detectors Work

Metal detectors operate on the principle of electromagnetic induction:



┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│              METAL DETECTOR OPERATION                        │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│    TRANSMIT COIL                     RECEIVE COIL          │

│    ┌─────────────┐                   ┌─────────────┐       │

│    │   Creates   │                   │  Detects    │       │

│    │  magnetic   │ ──────────────►   │  distorted  │       │

│    │    field    │                   │    field    │       │

│    └─────────────┘                   └─────────────┘       │

│          │                                 │               │

│          ▼                                 ▼               │

│    ┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────┐     │

│    │          METAL OBJECT IN GROUND                 │     │

│    │  Creates eddy currents that produce secondary   │     │

│    │  magnetic field detectable by receive coil      │     │

│    └─────────────────────────────────────────────────┘     │

│                                                             │

│                    PROCESSOR                                │

│    ┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────┐     │

│    │ Analyzes signal characteristics:                │     │

│    │ • Phase shift (indicates metal type)            │     │

│    │ • Signal strength (indicates size/depth)        │     │

│    │ • Audio response (tone, volume)                 │     │

│    └─────────────────────────────────────────────────┘     │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Target Identification (Target ID)

Modern detectors provide numerical readings to identify targets:

Target ID Range Likely Target Probability

-10 to 0 Iron, steel High ferrous

0 to 15 Small iron, foil Mostly trash

15 to 30 Nickels, pull tabs Mixed

30 to 50 Zinc pennies, some jewelry Promising

50 to 70 Copper coins, brass Good targets

70 to 85 Silver dimes, small silver Excellent

85 to 99 Silver dollars, large silver Best targets

Important: Target IDs are approximate. Depth, mineralization, and target orientation affect readings.

Discrimination Settings

What discrimination does:

Filters out targets below a set threshold



Reduces digging of unwanted items
Can cause you to miss valuable finds

Discrimination strategies:

Strategy Setting Best For Risk

All Metal None Total coverage Dig everything

Light Iron only Research sites Miss foil-wrapped caches

Moderate Iron + foil Parks, beaches Miss nickels, gold rings

Heavy Iron through tabs High-trash areas Miss many good targets

The golden rule: When in doubt, dig it out.

Ground Balance

Ground mineralization affects detector performance:

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                 GROUND MINERALIZATION TYPES                  │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  LOW MINERALIZATION                                         │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Sandy beaches, some parks                             │ │

│  │ Easy detecting, good depth                            │ │

│  │ Manual ground balance usually unnecessary             │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  MODERATE MINERALIZATION                                    │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Most common soil types                                │ │

│  │ Auto ground balance works well                        │ │

│  │ Occasional adjustment needed                          │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  HIGH MINERALIZATION                                        │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Iron-rich soils, red clay, volcanic areas            │ │

│  │ Reduces depth significantly                           │ │

│  │ Frequent ground balancing required                    │ │

│  │ Consider PI detector for extreme conditions           │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  SALT WATER (Conductive)                                    │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Wet salt sand beaches                                 │ │

│  │ Creates false signals                                 │ │

│  │ Requires specialized beach mode or PI detector        │ │



│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Coil Types and Sizes

Coil Type Size Depth Separation Best Use

Concentric 8-9" Good Moderate All-purpose

DD (Double-D) 10-11" Excellent Good Mineralized ground

Concentric 4-6" Limited Excellent Trashy sites

Concentric 12-15" Maximum Poor Open fields, relic hunting

Coil selection strategy:

Start with stock coil to learn your machine
Add small coil for trashy sites
Add large coil for open fields
Consider DD for difficult ground conditions

Search Patterns and Techniques

Systematic Grid Pattern

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│              OVERLAPPING GRID PATTERN                        │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│     START ──────────────────────────────────────► END      │

│         ◄────────────────────────────────────────          │

│     ──────────────────────────────────────────────►        │

│         ◄────────────────────────────────────────          │

│     ──────────────────────────────────────────────►        │

│                                                             │

│     THEN ROTATE 90° AND REPEAT:                            │

│                                                             │

│     │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │  │       │

│     ▼  ▲  ▼  ▲  ▼  ▲  ▼  ▲  ▼  ▲  ▼  ▲  ▼  ▲  ▼  ▲       │

│                                                             │

│     OVERLAP: 50% coil width on each pass                    │

│     Two-direction coverage catches edge targets             │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Swing Technique

Proper swing:

1. Keep coil parallel to ground (1-2 inches above)
2. Overlap each swing by 50%
3. Maintain consistent swing speed
4. Don't "air swing" at end of sweep



Common mistakes:

Mistake Problem Solution

Lifting at ends Miss edge targets Keep coil level

Too fast Miss deep targets Slow, steady sweeps

Too high Lose depth Scrub the ground

No overlap Miss small targets Overlap 50%

Random pattern Miss areas Use systematic grid

Pinpointing Techniques

Once you get a signal, pinpoint before digging:

Electronic pinpointer method:

1. Locate approximate target position
2. Cut neat plug or hole
3. Scan soil pile with pinpointer
4. Narrow to exact location
5. Recover carefully

Detector pinpointing method:

1. Mark signal center from one direction
2. Turn 90 degrees, locate center again
3. X marks the spot
4. Some detectors have pinpoint mode

Recovery Techniques

The plug method (for grass):

1. Cut three sides of a square (leave hinge)
2. Fold back plug carefully
3. Scan hole and plug
4. Recover target from hole or plug
5. Replace plug, step on it firmly

Probe method (for experienced hunters):

1. Use pinpointer to locate exactly
2. Insert probe at angle
3. Pop out small target
4. Minimal ground disturbance

Part 8: Historical Research Methods

Primary Source Research



Archive Resources

County Records (Usually Free or Low Cost):

Deed records (who owned what, when)
Will/probate records (estate inventories)
Tax records (property and personal)
Court records (disputes, crimes)
Marriage/death records (family connections)

State Archives:

Historical maps
Military records
Census records
Newspaper collections
Photograph archives

Federal Archives (National Archives):

Military service records
Land grants and patents
Census records (detailed)
Immigration records
Pension records

Historical Maps

Maps are invaluable for locating lost sites:

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                    HISTORICAL MAP TYPES                      │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAPS (1867-1970s)                  │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Building footprints and construction materials      │ │

│  │ • Business names and addresses                        │ │

│  │ • Extremely detailed for urban areas                  │ │

│  │ • Available at Library of Congress, state libraries   │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS (Historical)                        │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Show roads, buildings, features from past surveys  │ │

│  │ • Compare old vs. new to find disappeared sites      │ │

│  │ • Available at USGS Historical Topographic Map       │ │

│  │   Collection (free online)                           │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  PLAT MAPS                                                  │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Original land survey divisions                      │ │

│  │ • Show section, township, range                       │ │



│  │ • Indicate original water features, roads            │ │

│  │ • County recorder or BLM General Land Office         │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  COUNTY ATLASES (19th Century)                             │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Named property owners on maps                       │ │

│  │ • Show schools, churches, businesses                  │ │

│  │ • Often include portraits and biographies             │ │

│  │ • County historical societies, online archives        │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Newspaper Research

Historical newspapers contain treasure:

What to look for:

Robbery reports (what was stolen, from where)
Deaths (especially sudden deaths of wealthy people)
Fire reports (what was lost)
Business closings (inventory left behind)
Local event announcements (where people gathered)
Advertisements (business locations)

Where to find historical newspapers:

Newspapers.com (subscription)
Chronicling America (Library of Congress, free)
State historical society archives
Local library microfilm collections
Ancestry.com newspaper collections

Oral History

Older community members know things no archive records:

Interview techniques:

Start with general local history questions
Let stories unfold naturally
Ask about old gathering places
Inquire about family stories
Ask about strange occurrences
Note names for follow-up research

Leading questions:

"Where did people gather before the old [building] was torn down?"
"Were there any unusual characters who lived around here?"
"What happened to the old [family name] property?"
"Are there any local legends about hidden money or treasure?"

Digital Research Tools



Online Resources

Resource Content Cost

Ancestry.com Census, records, newspapers Subscription

FamilySearch.org Genealogy records Free

Google Earth Pro Historical imagery Free

Chronicling America Historic newspapers Free

USGS Topographic Maps Historical maps Free

BLM General Land Office Land patents Free

FindAGrave.com Cemetery records Free

HathiTrust.org Digitized books Free

Using Google Earth Pro

Historical aerial imagery reveals lost features:

1. Open Google Earth Pro (free desktop version)
2. Navigate to your area
3. Click "View" → "Historical Imagery"
4. Use time slider to see past decades
5. Look for:

Building foundations now overgrown
Old roads and paths
Changed water features
Cemetery locations
Gathering areas

Social Media Research

Facebook groups:

"[Your County] History"
"Metal Detecting [Your State]"
"Old [Your Town] Photos"

Reddit communities:

r/metaldetecting
r/TreasureHunting
r/WhatsThisRock

Part 9: Shipwreck and Maritime Treasure

The World of Shipwreck Hunting



Understanding Maritime Archaeology

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│              SHIPWRECK RESEARCH PROCESS                      │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  STAGE 1: DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH                              │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Ship manifests and cargo records                    │ │

│  │ • Lloyd's of London records                           │ │

│  │ • Contemporary newspaper accounts                     │ │

│  │ • Court of inquiry records                            │ │

│  │ • Insurance claims and settlements                    │ │

│  │ • Survivor accounts and depositions                   │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                          ↓                                  │

│  STAGE 2: LOCATION ANALYSIS                                 │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Known coordinates vs. reported sinking location    │ │

│  │ • Current and drift calculations                     │ │

│  │ • Weather conditions at time of loss                 │ │

│  │ • Bottom topography analysis                         │ │

│  │ • Previous search efforts                            │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                          ↓                                  │

│  STAGE 3: SURVEY                                            │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Side-scan sonar surveys                            │ │

│  │ • Magnetometer surveys (for iron vessels)            │ │

│  │ • Sub-bottom profilers (buried wrecks)              │ │

│  │ • ROV visual surveys                                 │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                          ↓                                  │

│  STAGE 4: INVESTIGATION                                     │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Diver or ROV investigation                         │ │

│  │ • Positive identification (if possible)              │ │

│  │ • Initial site assessment                            │ │

│  │ • Legal review of ownership/claims                   │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Famous Treasure Ships

Spanish Treasure Fleets:

Ship Year Lost Cargo Status

Nuestra Señora de Atocha 1622 Gold, silver, emeralds Recovered

Santa Margarita 1622 Silver, tobacco Recovered



San José (Colombia) 1708 $17 billion in cargo Located, disputed

1715 Plate Fleet 1715 14 million pesos silver Partially recovered

American Treasure Ships:

Ship Year Lost Cargo Status

SS Central America 1857 21 tons California gold Mostly recovered

SS Republic 1865 $400,000 in gold coins Recovered

Brother Jonathan 1865 $2 million in gold Partially recovered

SS Pewabic 1865 Copper, passengers Salvaged

Maritime Salvage Law

The Law of Finds:

Abandoned property belongs to the finder
Must prove original owner abandoned ship
Courts determine if abandonment occurred
Title transfers to salvor

The Law of Salvage:

Salvor entitled to reward, not ownership
Original owners retain property rights
Award based on risk, skill, value saved
Typically 10-50% of recovered value

Complications:

Sovereign immunity (government vessels)
Cultural heritage laws
UNESCO Convention on Underwater Heritage
Exclusive Economic Zones (200-mile limits)
Multiple nations claiming jurisdiction

Equipment for Recreational Wreck Diving

Basic dive equipment:

Scuba certification (Open Water minimum)
Wetsuit or drysuit
Tanks, regulator, BCD
Dive computer
Lights (primary and backup)
Underwater camera

Wreck-specific equipment:

Wreck reel and line
Cutting tool
Additional lights



Lift bag
Metal detector (underwater models)

Part 10: Cache Hunting Deep Dive

Psychology of Hiding

Why People Hide Valuables

Understanding hider psychology helps locate caches:

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                 REASONS FOR HIDING WEALTH                    │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  DISTRUST OF INSTITUTIONS                                   │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Bank failures (especially pre-FDIC, before 1933)   │ │

│  │ • Government confiscation fears                       │ │

│  │ • Privacy concerns                                    │ │

│  │ • Tax avoidance                                       │ │

│  │ Key periods: Depression, war, economic uncertainty   │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  CRIMINAL ACTIVITY                                          │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Bank robbery proceeds                               │ │

│  │ • Bootlegging profits                                 │ │

│  │ • Gambling winnings                                   │ │

│  │ • Theft and fencing                                   │ │

│  │ Key periods: Prohibition, Old West, mining booms     │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  WARTIME                                                    │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Fear of invasion/occupation                         │ │

│  │ • Fleeing with intention to return                    │ │

│  │ • Military pay caches                                 │ │

│  │ • Looting and captured wealth                         │ │

│  │ Key periods: Civil War, WWI, WWII                    │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  ECCENTRIC BEHAVIOR                                         │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Miserliness (accumulating, not spending)           │ │

│  │ • Mental illness affecting judgment                   │ │

│  │ • Distrust of heirs                                  │ │

│  │ • Forgotten hiding places                            │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘



Common Hiding Locations

In the Home:

Location Why Popular How to Find

Basement/cellar Below floor, hidden Probe, detector

Attic Out of sight Visual search

Wall cavities Easy to conceal Stud finder, detector

Under floorboards Traditional spot Loose board check

In furniture Portable, accessible Careful examination

Chimneys Rarely checked Careful investigation

Cisterns/wells Protected Probe, pump out

On Property:

Location Why Popular How to Find

Outbuildings Less traffic Detector, probe

Near distinctive trees Landmark Note old trees

Fence lines Easy to relocate Detector, research

Garden areas Already disturbed Detector, probe

Near water features Landmark Detector

Stone walls Concealment Visual, detector

Cache Container Types

Historical containers:

Glass canning jars (very common)
Metal tins and boxes
Pottery crocks
Leather pouches (deteriorated)
Cloth bags (rarely survive)
Ammunition boxes
Iron kettles

What survives:

Container Survival Rate Condition Issues

Glass jars Excellent Intact if not crushed

Cast iron Excellent Rusted but intact



Tin boxes Good Rusted, contents affected

Copper Excellent Green patina

Leather Poor Usually deteriorated

Cloth Very poor Rarely survives

Paper Very poor Destroyed by moisture

Finding Cache Locations

Research indicators:

1. Wealthy individuals who died suddenly
2. Robberies with unrecovered loot
3. Eccentric characters in local lore
4. Abandoned properties with no estate settlement
5. Businesses closed during economic crisis

Field indicators:

1. Disturbed ground near permanent landmarks
2. Unusual concentrations of period artifacts
3. Stone markers or arrangements
4. Areas protected from casual observation
5. Access to but hidden from main dwelling

Part 11: Coin Hunting Specialization

Understanding Coin Values

U.S. Coin History Timeline

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                U.S. COIN COMPOSITION CHANGES                 │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  HALF CENTS & LARGE CENTS                                   │

│  1793-1857: Pure copper                                     │

│                                                             │

│  SMALL CENTS                                                │

│  1857-1864: Copper-nickel (Flying Eagle, Indian Head)      │

│  1864-1942: Bronze (95% copper)                            │

│  1943: Zinc-coated steel (WWII)                            │

│  1944-1962: Bronze (shell casing metal 1944-46)            │

│  1962-1982: Bronze                                         │

│  1982-present: Copper-plated zinc                          │

│                                                             │

│  NICKELS                                                    │

│  1866-1942: Copper-nickel                                  │

│  1942-1945: 35% silver (War Nickels - large P, D, S)      │



│  1946-present: Copper-nickel                               │

│                                                             │

│  DIMES, QUARTERS, HALVES                                    │

│  Pre-1965: 90% silver                                       │

│  1965-1970: Clad (halves 40% silver through 1970)          │

│  1971-present: Copper-nickel clad                          │

│                                                             │

│  DOLLARS                                                    │

│  Pre-1935: 90% silver                                       │

│  Eisenhower (1971-78): Some 40% silver proofs             │

│  Susan B. Anthony (1979-99): Copper-nickel clad           │

│  Sacagawea/Presidential: Manganese brass                   │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Coin Value Factors

Factor Impact on Value Notes

Metal content Base value Silver = ~$20/oz

Condition (grade) Multiplier Poor to MS-70

Rarity Major factor Mintage, survival

Date/mint mark Major factor Key dates premium

Errors Can be significant Popular with collectors

Demand Market dependent Trends change

Key Dates to Know

Lincoln Cents:

1909-S VDB: $600+
1914-D: $150+
1922 No D: $500+
1931-S: $75+
1943 Copper: $100,000+ (rare error)
1955 Double Die: $1,000+

Buffalo Nickels:

1913-S Type 2: $75+
1914/3: $350+
1918/7-D: $1,000+
1926-S: $50+
1937-D 3 Legged: $500+

Mercury Dimes:

1916-D: $1,000+
1921: $50+
1921-D: $60+
1942/1: $350+



Washington Quarters:

1932-D: $100+
1932-S: $100+

Cleaning and Preservation

NEVER clean coins that may have collector value!

Cleaning removes value by:

Damaging the surface
Creating unnatural appearance
Eliminating original patina
Making coin obvious "cleaned"

Proper preservation:

1. Handle by edges only
2. Store in non-PVC holders
3. Keep in stable temperature
4. Avoid humidity extremes
5. Never rub or polish

Part 12: Relic Hunting

Historical Context

American Periods of Interest

Colonial Era (1600s-1776):

Items: Buttons, buckles, musket balls, coins, tools
Hotspots: Eastern seaboard, early settlements
Research: Town founding dates, original settlement locations

Revolutionary War (1775-1783):

Items: Military buttons, musket balls, bayonet tips, coins
Hotspots: Battle sites, encampments, supply routes
Research: Troop movements, battle maps

Antebellum Period (1783-1860):

Items: Coins, jewelry, buttons, farm implements
Hotspots: Old homesteads, town squares, churches
Research: County atlases, land records

Civil War (1861-1865):

Items: Bullets, buttons, belt plates, coins, medical items
Hotspots: Battlefields, camps, hospitals, supply lines
Research: Official records, unit histories

Western Expansion (1850s-1890s):



Items: Coins, mining equipment, cartridge cases, tokens
Hotspots: Mining camps, ghost towns, stagecoach routes
Research: Mining claims, town histories

Identifying Period Artifacts

Button Identification:

Era Material Back Mark Characteristics

Colonial Pewter, brass Often none Hand-cast, irregular

Revolutionary Brass, pewter Sometimes Military designations

Early Republic Brass, gilt Usually "Quality" marks

Civil War Brass, hard rubber Always Backmarks identify maker

Victorian Brass, glass Usually Ornate designs

Bullet Identification:

Type Era Caliber Characteristics

Musket ball Colonial-1850s .50-.75 Round, lead

Minié ball 1850s-1870s .54-.58 Conical, hollow base

Cartridge 1870s+ Various With casing marks

Part 13: Beach and Water Hunting

Saltwater Beach Hunting

Understanding Beach Dynamics

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                    BEACH ZONES                               │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  DRY SAND ZONE                                              │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Easiest to detect                                   │ │

│  │ • Mostly recent losses (1 season)                     │ │

│  │ • Lower value concentration                           │ │

│  │ • Any detector works                                  │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  WET SAND ZONE (Between tides)                              │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Moderate difficulty                                 │ │

│  │ • Items migrate here from water                       │ │



│  │ • Good concentration of finds                         │ │

│  │ • Need ground balance for salt mineralization         │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  SURF ZONE                                                  │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Most challenging                                    │ │

│  │ • Highest concentration of valuable finds             │ │

│  │ • Heavy items settle here                            │ │

│  │ • Requires waterproof detector or PI                  │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  UNDERWATER (Scuba/Snorkel)                                 │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Least hunted                                        │ │

│  │ • Excellent finds possible                            │ │

│  │ • Specialized equipment needed                        │ │

│  │ • Diving certification required for scuba             │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Tide and Storm Effects

Low tide hunting:

Access more of the wet sand zone
Reach areas normally underwater
Best window: 2 hours before/after lowest tide

Storm effects:

Erosion exposes deep items
Sand movement creates "cuts"
Best hunting: 1-3 days after storm
Check for beach replenishment schedules

Seasonal patterns:

Spring: Sand returns after winter storms
Summer: Heavy use deposits items
Fall: Early storms create cuts
Winter: Best cuts, fewer hunters

Beach Hunting Equipment

Detector requirements:

Salt-compatible ground balance
Waterproof (at minimum) to coil
Pulse induction ideal for salt
High sensitivity settings

Recommended detectors:

Detector Type Price Range Salt Capability



Garrett ATX PI $2,000+ Excellent

Minelab Equinox Multi-IQ $900+ Very Good

Nokta Legend Multi-IQ $600+ Very Good

Fisher CZ-21 BFO $1,200+ Excellent

Essential accessories:

Long-handled sand scoop
Mesh sifting basket
Waterproof headphones
Finds pouch (drains water)
Sunscreen and water

Freshwater Beach Hunting

Advantages over saltwater:

Less mineralization interference
Any detector works
Often less hunted

Best locations:

Swimming areas near entry points
Dock and pier areas
Boat launch areas
Historical resort beaches

Part 14: Gold Prospecting

Introduction to Gold Hunting

Where Gold is Found

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                  GOLD DEPOSIT TYPES                          │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  LODE DEPOSITS (Hard Rock)                                  │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Gold in quartz veins in rock                        │ │

│  │ • Requires mining/crushing to extract                 │ │

│  │ • Source of placer gold                               │ │

│  │ • Beyond recreational prospecting                      │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  PLACER DEPOSITS (Alluvial)                                 │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Gold eroded from lode, moved by water              │ │



│  │ • Found in streams, rivers, beaches                   │ │

│  │ • Accessible to recreational prospectors              │ │

│  │ • Concentrates in specific locations                  │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  RESIDUAL DEPOSITS                                          │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Gold remaining after host rock weathers            │ │

│  │ • Found in soil near lode sources                    │ │

│  │ • Often overlooked                                    │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  BENCH DEPOSITS                                             │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Ancient stream beds now above current water        │ │

│  │ • Often richer than current streams                  │ │

│  │ • Requires research to identify                      │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Reading the Water

Gold concentrates where water slows:

Inside bends:

Slower water on inside of curves
Material drops out
Check for gold on inside

Behind obstructions:

Rocks create eddies
Gold settles in quiet water
Check downstream of large rocks

Bedrock traps:

Cracks and crevices trap gold
Check all bedrock exposed
Clean crevices thoroughly

Prospecting Methods

Method Equipment Cost Recovery Best For

Panning $10-30 Slow Sampling, fine gold

Sluice box $50-200 Moderate Stream processing

Highbanker $300-1,000 Good High volume

Dredge $1,000+ Excellent Underwater deposits

Metal detecting $500-5,000 Nuggets only Dry areas, nuggets



Legal Considerations

Public lands:

BLM land often open to casual prospecting
Forest Service lands vary by forest
No mechanized equipment in wilderness
Check local regulations

Claims:

Mining claims give exclusive rights
USFS/BLM websites list active claims
Some claim owners allow access (for fee)
Never prospect on active claims without permission

Equipment restrictions:

Suction dredging banned in some states
Motorized equipment often restricted
Permit requirements vary by state

Part 15: Ethical and Legal Framework

Understanding Property Rights

Permission Requirements

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                PERMISSION REQUIREMENTS                       │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  PRIVATE PROPERTY                                           │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • ALWAYS get written permission                       │ │

│  │ • Specify what you're doing (detecting, digging)      │ │

│  │ • Agree on finds ownership                            │ │

│  │ • Include dates and specific areas                    │ │

│  │ • Have landowner sign                                 │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  STATE LANDS                                                │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • Varies by state - always check                      │ │

│  │ • Some states allow, some prohibit                    │ │

│  │ • State parks usually prohibit                        │ │

│  │ • State forests may allow with permit                 │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  FEDERAL LANDS                                              │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • National Parks: PROHIBITED                          │ │



│  │ • National Forests: Generally allowed                 │ │

│  │ • BLM: Generally allowed (check local)               │ │

│  │ • National Monuments: Usually prohibited              │ │

│  │ • Wilderness Areas: Usually prohibited                │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES                                       │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ • ALWAYS protected under ARPA                         │ │

│  │ • Never disturb sites on federal/state land          │ │

│  │ • Significant fines and imprisonment                  │ │

│  │ • If you find significant archaeology, report it      │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA)

What it prohibits:

Excavating, removing, or damaging archaeological resources
On public or Indian lands
Without permit

Penalties:

First offense: Up to $100,000 fine, 1 year prison
Second offense: Up to $250,000 fine, 2 years prison
Civil penalties additional

What constitutes archaeological:

Items 100+ years old
Historical significance
Context important for understanding

Finds Reporting Requirements

Find Type Report To Legal Obligation

Human remains Law enforcement Immediate

Significant archaeological State archaeologist Moral/sometimes legal

Treasure trove (rare) Varies by state Varies

Lost property Police (varies) Varies by value

Stolen property Police Required

Ethical Guidelines

The Detectorist's Code
1. Always get permission - No exceptions
2. Fill your holes - Leave no trace of digging
3. Report significant finds - Historical items to authorities



4. Share knowledge - Help others learn
5. Respect the land - Gate protocol, crop protection
6. Remove all trash - Leave sites cleaner

Conservation Ethics

Preservation vs. Recovery:

Some items better left in situ
Context matters for understanding history
Photos may be better than removal
Consider donating significant finds to museums

Environmental responsibility:

Don't disturb sensitive habitats
Avoid erosion-prone areas
Pack out all trash found
Report environmental damage

Part 16: Building a Treasure Hunting Career

Professional Paths

Career Options

Career Requirements Income Potential Reality Check

Commercial salvage
Capital, licenses,
expertise

High (variable) High risk, expensive

Archaeological
technician

Degree, field schools $35-55K
Seasonal,
competitive

Detecting services Equipment, marketing Variable Part-time for most

Metal detector sales Product knowledge
Commission-
based

Retail schedule

Treasure tour guide Local knowledge, permits Variable Tourism-dependent

Content creator Skills, equipment Variable Very competitive

Building a Detecting Service

Services to offer:

Lost ring/jewelry recovery
Property surveys for buried items
Underground utility marking
Historical site assessment
Beach/water recovery

Business considerations:



Liability insurance required
Standard fee structures ($50-200/hour)
Equipment for various conditions
Response time expectations
Success rate honesty

Content Creation

Platforms for treasure hunting content:

YouTube (most lucrative for long-form)
TikTok (viral potential for finds)
Instagram (photos of finds)
Podcast (interviews, stories)
Blog (SEO for treasure topics)

Content that performs:

Actual finds (especially valuable ones)
Educational tutorials
Restoration/cleaning videos
Historical research
Equipment reviews

Part 17: Equipment Deep Dive

Metal Detector Categories

VLF (Very Low Frequency)

How it works:

Transmit and receive coils
Detects phase shift to identify metals
Most common technology
Good discrimination

Best for:

Coin hunting
Jewelry
Relics
General purpose

Limitations:

Affected by mineralization
Depth limited in bad soil
Salt water challenging

PI (Pulse Induction)

How it works:

Single coil or dual



Pulses electromagnetic field
Measures decay time
Ignores ground mineralization

Best for:

Salt water beaches
Highly mineralized ground
Maximum depth
Gold prospecting

Limitations:

Poor discrimination
Dig everything approach
Usually more expensive

Multi-Frequency

How it works:

Transmits multiple frequencies simultaneously
Combines benefits of VLF and PI
Advanced signal processing
Adapts to conditions

Best for:

All-purpose detecting
Variable conditions
Both coins and gold

Examples:

Minelab Equinox
Nokta Legend
XP Deus II

Recommended Detector Progression

Beginner Stage (0-1 years)

Budget option ($200-400):

Garrett ACE 300
Nokta Simplex+
Fisher F22

Focus:

Learn target identification
Develop swing technique
Understand ground conditions
Find local spots

Intermediate Stage (1-3 years)

Mid-range option ($500-1,000):



Minelab Equinox 600
Nokta Legend
Garrett AT Max

Upgrades:

Better discrimination
More depth
Waterproof capability
Multiple frequency options

Advanced Stage (3+ years)

High-end option ($1,000-3,000+):

Minelab Equinox 900
XP Deus II
Garrett ATX (PI)
Minelab CTX 3030

Features:

Wireless operation
GPS mapping
Advanced discrimination
Maximum depth

Essential Accessories

Recovery Tools

Tool Use Price Range

Digging tool Cut plugs $20-60

Pinpointer Locate in hole $30-150

Hand trowel Fine work $10-30

Probe rod Deep targets $10-25

Finds pouch Carry items $15-40

Maintenance Kit
Microfiber cloths
Electrical contact cleaner
Silicone lubricant
Spare batteries
Coil cover replacements
Hardware (bolts, washers)

Part 18: Treasure Hunting Around the World



International Hotspots

United Kingdom

Why significant:

2,000+ years of human habitation
Roman, Saxon, Medieval, Tudor artifacts
Treasure Act protects finds
Portable Antiquities Scheme records finds

Legal framework:

Permission from landowner required
Report treasure to coroner within 14 days
Treasure defined (300+ years, gold/silver)
Fair compensation if claimed by museum

Famous finds:

Staffordshire Hoard (Anglo-Saxon gold)
Hoxne Hoard (Roman treasure)
Sutton Hoo (ship burial)

Australia

Gold prospecting:

Victoria goldfields still productive
Western Australia nugget country
Metal detecting allowed with permit
Large nuggets still found

Legal framework:

Miner's Right required in some states
Crown land rules vary by state
Private property permission needed
Aboriginal heritage protection

Spain

Shipwreck heritage:

Spanish treasure fleet routes
Caribbean colonial history
Strict heritage protection

Regulations:

Very restrictive on detecting
Government claims historical items
Permits rarely granted
Maritime finds contested

Travel Considerations



Planning International Hunts

Research requirements:

Local laws (many countries prohibit)
Permit requirements
Equipment restrictions
Export regulations
Cultural heritage laws

Equipment transport:

Airlines allow detectors
Declare at customs
Carry documentation
Batteries in carry-on

Countries to Avoid

Many countries prohibit or heavily restrict metal detecting:

Greece (strict archaeological protection)
Italy (strict heritage laws)
Egypt (antiquities laws)
Turkey (severe penalties)
Most Middle Eastern countries
Most of North Africa

Part 19: Technology and Innovation

Modern Detection Technology

GPS and Mapping

Field mapping capabilities:

Mark find locations
Track search areas
Avoid re-hunting
Pattern analysis

Software options:

Built-in GPS (high-end detectors)
Smartphone apps with GPS
Google Earth overlay
Dedicated mapping programs

Drones in Treasure Hunting

Applications:

Aerial photography of sites
LIDAR terrain mapping



Search pattern planning
Documentation

Limitations:

FAA regulations apply
Limited payload for sensors
Cannot replace ground work
Privacy concerns

Ground Penetrating Radar

What it does:

Sends radar into ground
Shows subsurface features
Non-metallic detection possible
Depth profiling

Applications:

Locating buried structures
Cemetery surveys
Cave/tunnel detection
Large cache hunting

Limitations:

Expensive equipment
Requires training
Not for small items
Soil-dependent performance

Future Technologies

Emerging developments:
AI target identification
Multi-sensor fusion
Improved depth capability
Real-time 3D imaging
Compact GPR systems

Part 20: Stories and Inspiration

Legendary Treasure Hunters

Mel Fisher (1922-1998)

The Atocha Hunter

After losing his son Dirk and daughter-in-law to a boat accident during the search, Mel Fisher continued
pursuing the Atocha for 16 years.

Key lessons:



"Today's the day" - Maintain optimism
Persist through tragedy
Build a dedicated team
Fight legal battles (8 years in court)
Never give up on your dream

The payoff: $450 million in recovered treasure

Tommy Thompson

The Central America Discovery

Thompson used meticulous research and advanced technology to locate the SS Central America.

Key lessons:

Research is paramount
Technology enables discovery
Legal disputes can destroy success
Integrity matters (Thompson later went to prison for fraud)

The Staffordshire Hoard Finder (Terry Herbert)

The Accidental Discovery

Herbert was detecting with permission on a farmer's field when he found one of Britain's largest Anglo-Saxon
gold hoards.

Key lessons:

Permission hunting works
Random fields hold treasure
Report finds properly
Fair split with landowner (£3.3 million shared)

Motivational Principles

The Treasure Hunter's Mindset

Persistence:

Most hunts find nothing
Success requires many attempts
Each hunt teaches something
Breakthroughs come unexpectedly

Patience:

Research takes time
Skill development is gradual
Weather and timing matter
The ground keeps its secrets

Perspective:

The hunt has value beyond finds
Historical knowledge is treasure



Community connections matter
Nature time benefits health

Preparation:

Equipment maintained
Research complete
Permissions secured
Physical conditioning

Appendix A: Complete Equipment Checklists

Metal Detecting Basic Kit
Detection equipment:

 Metal detector with manual

 Extra batteries

 Headphones

 Coil cover

 Pinpointer

Recovery equipment:

 Digging tool

 Finds pouch

 Gloves

 Knee pad

 Small brush

Documentation:

 Notebook

 Pen/pencil

 Camera/phone

 Permission forms

Personal items:

 Water bottle

 Snacks

 Sunscreen

 Insect repellent

 First aid kit

Beach Hunting Kit
All basic kit plus:

 Long-handled sand scoop



 Mesh sifting basket

 Waterproof headphones

 Tide chart

 Waterproof finds pouch

 Beach towel

Cache Hunting Kit
All basic kit plus:

 Probe rod

 Flashlight

 Measuring tape

 Compass

 Topographic maps

 Historical maps

 Research materials

Gold Prospecting Kit
 Gold pan

 Classifier screens

 Snuffer bottle

 Tweezers

 Vials

 Crevicing tools

 Hand lens

 Black sand magnet

 Metal detector (gold-specific)

Appendix B: Identification Guides

Common Metal Detecting Finds

Modern Coins (Detector Signals)

Coin Target ID Tone Notes

Zinc penny (1982+) 70-78 Medium Very common

Copper penny (pre-1982) 80-85 High Worth checking date

Nickel 12-15 Low Same as pull tabs

Clad dime 78-82 High Common

Silver dime 84-88 High Pre-1965



Clad quarter 82-86 High Common

Silver quarter 88-92 High Pre-1965

Common "Trash" Signals

Item Target ID Notes

Pull tab 12-18 Same range as nickels, gold

Bottle cap 18-25 Varies with orientation

Aluminum foil 10-20 Very common on beaches

Iron nail 0-10 Ferrous response

Tin can lid 15-25 Varies with size

Valuable "Trash Range" Items

Don't ignore the pull tab range:

Gold jewelry (similar to pull tabs)
War nickels (35% silver)
Gold coins
Colonial coins
Ancient coins

Appendix C: Research Templates

Site Research Form
Location Information:

Property address: ________________
GPS coordinates: ________________
Current owner: ________________
Property size: ________________

Historical Information:

First settlement date: ________________
Original use: ________________
Notable owners: ________________
Events/incidents: ________________

Previous Detection:

Has site been hunted? ________________
Previous finds: ________________
Reported finds: ________________

Access Information:



Permission obtained: ________________
Contact name: ________________
Access restrictions: ________________
Best access times: ________________

Find Documentation Form
Find Information:

Date found: ________________
Location (GPS): ________________
Depth: ________________
Target ID reading: ________________
Photo taken: [ ] Yes [ ] No

Item Description:

Material: ________________
Size: ________________
Weight: ________________
Condition: ________________
Identifying marks: ________________

Context:

Associated finds: ________________
Ground conditions: ________________
Search equipment: ________________

Appendix D: Legal Forms and Templates

Permission Request Letter

[Date]

[Property Owner Name]

[Address]

Dear [Owner Name],

I am a hobby metal detectorist and member of [Club Name, if applicable].

I am writing to respectfully request permission to metal detect on

your property at [address].

I follow responsible detecting practices:

• All holes are carefully filled

• All trash is removed

• Property is left better than found

• Any significant finds are reported

I carry liability insurance and would be happy to:



• Sign a hold-harmless agreement

• Share any interesting finds

• Provide photos of historical items discovered

• Work around your schedule

If you have any questions, please contact me at [phone/email].

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Contact Information]

Permission Form

METAL DETECTING PERMISSION AGREEMENT

Property Owner: _________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________

Detectorist: ____________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________

Permission granted for metal detecting on property described as:

_______________________________________________

Dates of access: ________________________________

Conditions:

[ ] All holes must be filled

[ ] All trash removed

[ ] Access only to specified areas

[ ] Prior notice required for each visit

[ ] Finds ownership: ____________________________

[ ] Other: _____________________________________

Signature of Owner: _____________________________

Date: ________________

Signature of Detectorist: ________________________

Date: ________________

Appendix E: Glossary of Terms
Air test: Testing a detector's depth and response by waving a target through the air above the coil.

Backfilling: Replacing soil in a hole after recovery.



Bench deposit: Ancient streambed now elevated above current water level, containing placer gold.

Cache: Deliberately hidden valuables.

Coil: The round or elliptical search head of a metal detector.

Clad: Modern U.S. coins made of copper-nickel alloy over copper core.

Crevicing: Cleaning cracks in bedrock to recover gold.

Discrimination: Feature that filters out unwanted targets.

Drop zone: Area where swimmers/sunbathers lose items.

Ferrous: Iron-containing metals.

Float: Gold-bearing rock that has moved from its original location.

Ground balance: Adjusting detector to compensate for soil mineralization.

Highbanker: Powered sluice that can be used above water level.

Hot rock: Rock that creates false signals due to mineral content.

Junk: Unwanted finds (modern trash, iron, etc.).

Keeper: A find worth keeping.

Lode: Primary gold deposit in rock formation.

Mask: When ground minerals or large trash items hide nearby targets.

Non-ferrous: Metals not containing iron (copper, gold, silver, etc.).

Pinpointer: Handheld device for locating exact target position.

Placer: Gold deposited by water in streams and beaches.

Plug: Circular piece of turf cut for target recovery.

Pulse induction (PI): Detection technology that ignores ground mineralization.

Recovery speed: How quickly a detector resets after detecting a target.

Relic: Historical artifact (buttons, bullets, military items).

Signal: The audio or visual indication of a detected target.

Sluice: Box with riffles for concentrating gold from moving water.

Target ID: Numerical reading indicating probable target type.

Threshold: Constant background tone that helps identify faint signals.

Treasure trove: Legal term for found valuables with unknown owner.

VLF: Very Low Frequency, common detection technology.

Wheatie: Lincoln wheat penny (1909-1958).



Appendix F: Resource Directory

Books

Metal Detecting
The Metal Detecting Bible by Brandon Neice
Garrett Guide to Metal Detecting by Charles Garrett
The Urban Treasure Hunter by Michael Chaplan

Shipwrecks
Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea by Gary Kinder
The Treasure of the Atocha by Eugene Lyon
Lost Treasure Ships of the Northern Seas by Nigel Pickford

Cache Hunting
Treasure Hunter's Manual by Karl von Mueller
The Complete Book of Treasure Hunting by Robert Scharff
Real Buried Treasure by R. Karl Rasmussen

Gold Prospecting
Gold Prospector's Handbook by Jack Black
Modern Gold Mining by Chris Ralph
Finding Gold in the Desert by Lois Loofbourrow

Websites
Forums:

Treasurenet.com
Detectorprospector.com
Findmall.com
Friendly Metal Detecting Forum

Research:

Newspapers.com
Ancestry.com
USGS Historical Topographic Map Collection
Library of Congress Maps
BLM General Land Office Records

Sales and Reviews:

Kellycodetectors.com
Detector Electronics Corp
MetalDetector.com

Organizations
National:

Federation of Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs (FMDAC)



Task Force for Metal Detecting Rights
Gold Prospectors Association of America (GPAA)

Find local clubs:

Facebook groups
Meetup.com
Detector retailer bulletin boards
State archaeological societies

Comprehensive Index
A

ARPA (Archaeological Resources Protection Act), 234
Air testing, 89
Amber Room, 18
Atocha wreck, 60, 245

B

Beach hunting, 165-175
Beale Ciphers, 19
Bench deposits, 178
British treasure law, 240
Bug identification, 96
Button identification, 158

C

Cache hunting, 140-155
Coin composition, 125-130
Coin values, 131-135
Coil types, 92-95
Colonial artifacts, 156
Crevicing, 182

D

Discrimination, 85-88
Documentation, 106
Drones, 255

E

Equipment checklists, 268-272
Ethical guidelines, 230-235

F

Fenn treasure, 18
Finds documentation, 275

G

GPS mapping, 253



Gold prospecting, 176-185
Ground balance, 90-92
Grid patterns, 97-98

H

Historical research, 108-120

I

International hunting, 238-245

K

Key dates (coins), 132-134

L

Legal framework, 226-237
Lloyd's records, 113
Lost Dutchman Mine, 20

M

Maritime law, 62
Metal detector operation, 82-84
Multi-frequency detectors, 210
Mapping technology, 252-255

N

Newspapers research, 116

O

Oak Island, 19
Oral history, 118

P

Permission forms, 277-278
PI detectors, 208
Pinpointing, 101
Placer gold, 177
Plug method, 102

R

Recovery techniques, 102-106
Relic hunting, 156-164
Research methods, 108-122

S

Salvage law, 62
Sanborn maps, 114
Search patterns, 97-100
Shipwrecks, 56-68
Signal interpretation, 86-88
Spanish treasure fleets, 58-60



Staffordshire Hoard, 246
Swing technique, 99-100

T

Target ID, 84-86
Thompson, Tommy, 246
Tide effects, 168-170
Travel considerations, 242

U

Underwater hunting, 56-68

V

VLF detectors, 206

W

War nickels, 128
Water hunting (freshwater), 174
Wheat pennies, 132

Part 21: Lost Mines and Legendary Treasures

The Psychology of Treasure Legends

Why Legends Persist

Treasure legends tap into deep human needs:

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│           ANATOMY OF A TREASURE LEGEND                       │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  HISTORICAL KERNEL                                          │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Real event forms the basis:                           │ │

│  │ • Actual robbery or shipwreck                         │ │

│  │ • Wealthy individual died mysteriously                │ │

│  │ • Mining activity that left unclear records           │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                          ↓                                  │

│  EMBELLISHMENT OVER TIME                                    │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Details grow with retelling:                          │ │

│  │ • Values become inflated                              │ │

│  │ • Additional clues are "discovered"                   │ │

│  │ • Near-finds are reported                             │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                          ↓                                  │

│  CONFIRMATION BIAS                                          │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │



│  │ Believers interpret everything as support:            │ │

│  │ • Coincidences become "proof"                         │ │

│  │ • Failures blamed on bad luck or secrecy             │ │

│  │ • Success of others proves treasure exists            │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                          ↓                                  │

│  CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE                                      │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Legend becomes self-perpetuating:                     │ │

│  │ • Tourism develops around the story                   │ │

│  │ • Books and shows fuel interest                       │ │

│  │ • Community identity involves the legend              │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Evaluating Legend Credibility

Factor Increases Credibility Decreases Credibility

Documentation Contemporary records Only later accounts

Multiple sources Independent witnesses Single source repeated

Reasonable amounts Matches historical context Fantastical values

Logical hiding Reasonable motivation Elaborate schemes

Recovery efforts Some finds recovered Nothing ever found

Expert opinion Historians support Only treasure hunters

Famous American Lost Mines

The Lost Dutchman Mine (Arizona)

The Legend: Jacob Waltz (the "Dutchman") discovered a fabulously rich gold mine in the Superstition
Mountains. He worked it secretly for years, dying in 1891 without revealing its location.

Historical Facts:

Waltz did have gold, confirmed by contemporary sources
He did prospect in the Superstitions
He gave deathbed directions to Julia Thomas
Multiple search parties have died looking

Analysis:

Element Evidence Assessment

Waltz existed Yes, documented Fact

He had gold Yes, sold gold Fact

Mine in Superstitions Possible but uncertain Disputed



Rich mine still exists No finds by searches Unlikely

Clues are valid Multiple conflicting versions Questionable

Modern Status:

Superstition Wilderness prohibits most detecting
Hundreds have searched; many have died
Likely geological reasons why significant gold deposits unlikely
The quest itself has become the treasure (tourism, books, shows)

The Breyfogle Mine (Nevada/California)

The Legend: Charles Breyfogle found incredibly rich gold float in the Death Valley region in the 1860s.
Suffering from heatstroke and dehydration, he lost his bearings and could never relocate the site despite
multiple attempts.

Historical Facts:

Breyfogle was a real prospector
He did have gold samples
The Death Valley area has many small gold deposits
His mental state deteriorated from the desert experience

Analysis: The Breyfogle legend is considered more plausible than many because:

The area has known gold deposits
His story remained consistent
The difficulty of navigation in Death Valley is real
No elaborate conspiracy required

The Lost Adams Diggings (New Mexico)

The Legend: Around 1864, a guide named Gotch Ear led Adams and a group of prospectors to an incredibly
rich canyon of gold. A Navajo attack killed most of the party; Adams escaped but could never find the location
again.

Historical Facts:

Adams was a real person
Conflicts with Navajos did occur
The general area has some gold deposits
Adams spent decades searching

Skeptical View:

No confirmation of the rich strike
Adams's directions varied over time
The "canyon of gold" seems geologically improbable
Pattern matches embellished stories

International Lost Treasures

Yamashita's Gold (Philippines)



The Legend: Japanese General Yamashita supposedly buried massive amounts of gold and treasure looted
during WWII in the Philippines. Estimates range from billions to trillions of dollars.

Historical Analysis:

Claim Evidence Assessment

Japan looted gold in Asia Yes, documented Fact

Treasure was buried in Philippines Some evidence Possible

Massive quantities remain No verified large finds Doubtful

Maps and clues exist Many forgeries Mostly fraud

Reality:

Some smaller caches have been found
Large-scale treasure unlikely to remain hidden
Many have been scammed by fake maps
The legend has caused legal disputes and deaths

Nazi Gold

The Legend: The Nazis hid massive amounts of gold, art, and valuables at the end of WWII in secret locations
throughout Europe.

Historical Facts:

Nazis did loot extensively (documented fact)
Some treasures were hidden as war ended
Significant recovery occurred after war
Some items remain missing

Known Hidden Treasures:

Item Status Notes

Amber Room Likely destroyed Replica exists

Lake Toplitz cache Partially recovered Counterfeit pounds, papers

Merkers mine Recovered 1945 Gold reserves, art

Alt Aussee mine Recovered 1945 Major art cache

The Treasure of Lima (Costa Rica)

The Legend: In 1820, Peruvian authorities entrusted treasure worth $60+ million to British Captain William
Thompson for safekeeping during unrest. Thompson allegedly murdered the guards and buried the treasure
on Cocos Island.

Search History:

Over 500 expeditions to Cocos Island
Robert Louis Stevenson's inspiration for Treasure Island
Franklin Delano Roosevelt visited in 1910



No significant finds verified

Analysis:

Contemporary documentation is sparse
The amount claimed has grown over time
Cocos Island's terrain is extremely challenging
May be early "treasure legend" marketing

Part 22: Specialized Detection Environments

Detecting in Extreme Conditions

Cold Weather Detecting

Challenges:

Battery life decreases significantly
Ground freezes (harder/impossible to dig)
Shorter daylight hours
Personal comfort and safety

Solutions:

Challenge Solution

Battery life Carry extras, keep warm

Frozen ground Hunt after thaw, target thin ice areas

Short days Focus on best hours, use headlamp

Cold fingers Use thin gloves, hand warmers

Best Winter Opportunities:

Post-storm beach erosion
Drained ponds/swimming areas
Plowed snow reveals items
Fewer competing hunters

Desert Detecting

Challenges:

Extreme heat (equipment and human)
Highly mineralized soil common
Remote locations (safety)
Water scarcity

Essential Practices:

Factor Recommendation

Timing Hunt dawn/dusk, avoid midday



Water 1 gallon minimum per person

Equipment Keep detector shaded during breaks

Communication Tell someone your plans

Navigation GPS and physical maps

First aid Snake bite kit, heat supplies

Best Desert Targets:

Old mining camps and ghost towns
Stage coach routes
Natural water sources (spring oases)
Historical military posts

High Altitude Detecting

Challenges:

Reduced oxygen affects endurance
Weather changes rapidly
Difficult access
Altitude sickness possible

Preparation:

Concern Action

Acclimatization Arrive day before hunting

Fitness Build cardiovascular endurance

Equipment Lightweight gear essential

Safety Mountain weather awareness

Urban Detecting

Unique Opportunities:

Old lot sites (buildings demolished)
Construction zones (with permission)
Post-demolition sites
Old parks and common areas

Challenges:

Challenge Consideration

Permission Multiple owners/authorities

Interference Power lines, utilities

Depth Fill and disturbance



Safety Urban hazards

Access Limited time windows

Best Urban Targets:

Old schoolyard sites
Church grounds (with permission)
Demolished homestead sites
Post-construction exposed soil

Part 23: Find Identification and Valuation

Coin Grading Basics

The Sheldon Scale

Understanding coin condition is essential for valuation:

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                 COIN GRADING SCALE                           │

├─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤

│                                                             │

│  CIRCULATED GRADES                                          │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ P-1 (Poor): Barely identifiable                       │ │

│  │ FR-2 (Fair): Type identifiable                        │ │

│  │ AG-3 (About Good): Very worn, outline visible         │ │

│  │ G-4/6 (Good): Major design visible, flat              │ │

│  │ VG-8/10 (Very Good): Design clear, some detail        │ │

│  │ F-12/15 (Fine): Moderate wear, all lettering clear    │ │

│  │ VF-20/25/30/35 (Very Fine): Light wear on high points │ │

│  │ EF-40/45 (Extremely Fine): Slight wear on highest     │ │

│  │ AU-50/53/55/58 (About Uncirculated): Trace wear       │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  UNCIRCULATED GRADES (Mint State)                          │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ MS-60: No wear but bag marks/scratches               │ │

│  │ MS-61-62: Better strike, noticeable marks            │ │

│  │ MS-63 (Choice): Few distracting marks                │ │

│  │ MS-64 (Near Gem): Minor imperfections                │ │

│  │ MS-65 (Gem): Strong luster, few marks                │ │

│  │ MS-66: Well-struck, minimal marks                    │ │

│  │ MS-67-68: Exceptional quality                        │ │

│  │ MS-69-70: Near perfect/perfect                       │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

│                                                             │

│  PROOF GRADES (PR-60 to PR-70)                             │

│  ┌───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐ │

│  │ Special collector strikes with mirror surfaces        │ │



│  │ Graded on same 60-70 scale                           │ │

│  │ Designated as "PR" or "PF" instead of "MS"           │ │

│  └───────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘ │

└─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

Grading Detected Coins

Reality of Detecting: Most detected coins are:

Circulated (spent before loss)
Damaged (ground contact, corrosion)
Lower grade than originally

Grade Assessment:

Original Grade Typical Found Grade Value Impact

MS-65 VF-35 or lower Major reduction

AU-55 VG-10 to F-15 Significant reduction

VF-30 G-4 to VG-8 Moderate reduction

F-15 AG-3 to G-4 Some reduction

G-6 P-1 to AG-3 Minimal reduction

Environmental Damage

Common damage types:

Damage Cause Impact

Pitting Soil chemicals Reduces grade, value

Corrosion Salt, acids Can destroy details

Scratches Ground contact Reduces grade

Bending Equipment hits Can destroy coin

Cleaning Improper care Destroys collector value

Artifact Identification

Button Dating Guide

Military Button Identification:

Era Key Features Back Characteristics

Revolutionary Pewter/brass, simple Often no mark

War of 1812 Brass, eagle common "Extra Quality" common

Mexican War Brass, eagle Maker backmarks



Civil War Brass, rubber, eagle/state Always backmarked

Indian Wars Brass, great seal Military depot marks

WWI-WWII Brass/plastic Full backmarks

Civilian Button Dating:

Period Materials Designs

Colonial Pewter, brass Simple, plain

Federal Gilt brass Patriotic themes

Antebellum Brass, shell Ornate, floral

Victorian Metal, glass, china Highly decorative

Edwardian Celluloid, metal Simpler patterns

Modern Plastic, metal Mass produced

Bullet and Cartridge Identification

Civil War Ammunition:

Type Caliber Characteristics

Round ball .50-.75 Smooth, round

Minié ball .54-.58 Conical, hollow base

Williams cleaner .58 Zinc disc in base

Gardner .58 Large, heavy

Confederate Various Cruder casting

Cartridge Era:

Cartridge Era Notes

.44 Rimfire 1860s-1870s Henry, Winchester

.50-70 1866-1873 Early Springfield

.45-70 1873+ Springfield trapdoor

.45 Colt 1873+ Revolver

.30-40 Krag 1892-1903 Krag rifle

.30-06 1906+ Springfield 1903



Part 24: Treasure Hunting as a Lifestyle

Building a Sustainable Practice

Time Management

Balancing hunting with life:

Time Commitment Activity Expected Returns

2-4 hrs/week Local detecting Entertainment, exercise

8-12 hrs/week Regular hobby Occasional good finds

20+ hrs/week Serious pursuit Better finds, possible income

Full-time Professional Variable, often disappointing

Financial Realities

Typical Annual Costs:

Category Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Equipment $300-500 $500-1,000 $1,000-5,000

Travel $100-300 $500-1,500 $2,000-10,000

Research $50-100 $200-500 $500-2,000

Club dues $50-100 $50-100 $100-500

Total $500-1,000 $1,250-3,100 $3,600-17,500

Typical Annual Finds Value:

Skill Level Melt Value Collector Value Total

Beginner $20-100 $10-50 $30-150

Intermediate $100-500 $50-200 $150-700

Advanced $500-2,000 $200-1,000 $700-3,000

Expert $2,000-10,000 $1,000-5,000 $3,000-15,000

Conclusion: For most, treasure hunting is a hobby, not income.

Health Benefits

Physical benefits:

Walking 3-8 miles per hunt
Upper body exercise (swinging)
Vitamin D from outdoor time



Improved cardiovascular health

Mental benefits:

Stress reduction (outdoor mediation)
Historical learning
Problem-solving engagement
Social connections
Sense of discovery and wonder

Community Building

Ways to connect:

Local detecting clubs
Online forums and groups
YouTube community
Organized hunts
Research partnerships

Benefits of community:

Permission sharing
Knowledge exchange
Equipment advice
Find identification help
Motivation and accountability

Part 25: Advanced Research Techniques

Academic Resources

Using Historical Databases

JSTOR and Academic Sources:

Historical journals contain detailed site information
Archaeological reports document previous finds
University theses on local history

Access methods:

Public library database access
University library visitor access
Open-access journals
Interlibrary loan

Genealogical Research

Why genealogy matters:

Track property ownership
Identify wealthy families
Find descendants for permission
Uncover family stories about hidden items



Resources:

Resource Information Access

Ancestry.com Census, records Subscription

FamilySearch Genealogy Free

FindAGrave Cemetery records Free

Fold3 Military records Subscription

Newspapers.com Obituaries Subscription

Archaeological Site Files

State Historic Preservation Offices:

Maintain records of known sites
Some information available to public
Can help identify sensitive areas
May have research partnerships

Caution:

Archaeological sites are protected
Use information responsibly
Report significant finds
Don't disturb protected sites

Field Research Methods

Ground-Truthing Historical Maps

Process:

1. Obtain historical map
2. Identify key features (buildings, roads, water)
3. Visit site with current maps
4. Find surviving features (stone foundations, old trees)
5. Align historical and current geography
6. Mark areas of interest for detection

Common Challenges:

Challenge Solution

Scale differences Use known reference points

Feature changes Look for remnants

Vegetation Visit in leaf-off season

Development Check for undeveloped corners

Systematic Site Recording



Documentation Best Practices:

Element Record Method

Location GPS coordinates Phone/dedicated GPS

Find location Precise position Flag, photo with marker

Depth Measured depth Ruler or measuring tape

Soil Type, color Notes and photos

Associated items Other finds nearby Map relationships

Detector settings What settings worked Log book

Part 26: Treasure Hunting Myths and
Misconceptions

Common Myths Debunked

"The Best Spots Are Already Hunted Out"

Reality:

New items surface constantly (frost heave, erosion)
Technology improvements find what was missed
Permission hunters often access virgin ground
Research uncovers unknown sites
Construction exposes new areas

"You Need Expensive Equipment"

Reality:

Entry-level detectors find most types of targets
Knowledge and technique matter more than equipment
Many significant finds made with budget detectors
Expensive equipment has diminishing returns
Research is free and highly effective

"Old Maps Lead to Treasure"

Reality:

Most "treasure maps" are fraudulent
Even genuine old maps rarely lead to riches
Maps were meant to help owner return
Conditions change over time
Without context, maps are nearly useless

"All Beaches Are the Same"

Reality:



Beach dynamics vary enormously
Replenishment buries items deeper
Wave action differs by beach shape
Swimming vs. surfing beaches differ
Historical use creates variations

"Detecting Is Just Luck"

Reality:

Research dramatically improves odds
Technique separates success from failure
Site selection is crucial
Timing (post-storm, post-event) matters
Persistence overcomes luck over time

Red Flags in Treasure Hunting

Signs of Scams

Warning indicators:

Red Flag What It Means

Must pay to participate Likely scam

Secret information If valuable, why share?

Guaranteed returns Nothing is guaranteed

Time pressure Preventing due diligence

Remote locations Away from verification

No references Questionable credibility

Avoiding Obsession

Warning signs:

Spending beyond means
Neglecting relationships
Excessive risk-taking
Ignoring other life responsibilities
Believing in "guaranteed" finds
Continuing despite repeated failures

Healthy boundaries:

Set budget limits and stick to them
Schedule hunting around life, not vice versa
Enjoy the process regardless of finds
Maintain perspective on real value
Take breaks when frustrated



Part 27: Teaching the Next Generation

Introducing Children to Treasure Hunting

Age-Appropriate Activities

Age Activities Focus

3-5 Backyard coin hunts Fun, discovery

6-8 Simple detecting, geocaching Basic skills

9-12 Real detecting, research History, technique

13-17 Independent hunts, specialization Responsibility, depth

Safety Education

Essential lessons:

Never hunt alone (for young people)
Identify and avoid hazards
Wildlife awareness
Weather awareness
Tool safety
Permission requirements

Building Interest

Engaging approaches:

Start with planted finds
Tell stories with finds
Visit museums together
Watch age-appropriate shows
Join family-friendly clubs
Make it social

Educational Connections

School Projects

Treasure hunting connects to:

History (artifacts, local history)
Science (geology, metallurgy, electromagnetism)
Mathematics (grids, measurements)
Geography (maps, navigation)
Writing (documentation, research)

Club Youth Programs

Many clubs offer:



Youth membership rates
Mentoring programs
Youth hunts
Educational presentations
Scholarship opportunities

Part 28: The Philosophy of Seeking

What Treasure Hunting Teaches

Patience and Persistence

The hunt teaches:

Results come slowly
Most attempts yield nothing
Breakthroughs reward persistence
The process has intrinsic value
Setbacks are temporary

Attention and Presence

Skills developed:

Noticing what others miss
Being present in the moment
Reading subtle signs
Filtering signal from noise
Sustained concentration

Historical Consciousness

Perspectives gained:

Physical connection to the past
Understanding human continuity
Appreciation for preservation
Context for current events
Wonder at time's passage

The Seeker's Transformation

From Objects to Experience

Mature treasure hunters often report a shift:

Early hunting:

Focus on finding things
Value measured in dollars
Success = big finds
Failure = empty handed

Experienced hunting:



Focus on the experience
Value measured in learning
Success = knowledge gained
Every hunt has value

The Metaphorical Hunt

What are you really seeking?

The external treasure hunt mirrors internal quests:

The pearl of great price (spiritual treasure)
Hidden talents (personal development)
Lost knowledge (wisdom seeking)
Connections (relationship treasure)
Purpose (meaning and direction)

Questions for Reflection

As you develop your practice, consider:

1. What draws you to treasure hunting?
2. What would finding great treasure actually change?
3. What have you already found that has value?
4. Who are you becoming through the search?
5. What would you seek if treasure didn't exist?

Appendix G: Monthly Maintenance Schedules

Equipment Care Calendar

Weekly Maintenance

Task Equipment Time

Visual inspection All 5 min

Coil cover check Detector 2 min

Battery level check Detector, pinpointer 2 min

Clean finds pouch Recovery gear 5 min

Sharpen digging tool Recovery tools 5 min

Monthly Maintenance

Task Equipment Time

Deep clean coil Detector 15 min

Check all connections Detector 10 min

Lubricate moving parts Detector, tools 10 min



Inspect headphones Audio equipment 5 min

Battery replacement All As needed

Firmware updates Detector As available

Seasonal Maintenance

Season Focus Area

Spring Full equipment check after winter storage

Summer Heat protection, hydration gear

Fall Prepare for wet conditions

Winter Cold weather gear, storage prep

Appendix H: Regional Detecting Guides

Northeast United States
Historical Focus:

Colonial era (1600s-1700s)
Revolutionary War (1775-1783)
Industrial Revolution sites
Immigration history

Best Sites:

Old town greens
Revolutionary War camp sites
Colonial homesteads
Early industrial sites

Challenges:

Dense vegetation
Rocky soil common
Heavy development
Strict regulations in some states

Southeast United States
Historical Focus:

Colonial era
Civil War (1861-1865)
Plantation history
Early American settlement

Best Sites:



Civil War battlefields (edges, not protected areas)
Old plantation sites
Early settlements
Gold belt regions

Challenges:

High mineralization (red clay)
Hot, humid conditions
Shorter hunting seasons
Some states restrictive

Midwest United States
Historical Focus:

Westward expansion
Native American history
Agricultural development
River commerce

Best Sites:

Old river crossings
Early settlements
Old one-room schoolhouses
Ghost towns

Advantages:

Generally friendly regulations
Large open areas
Good soil conditions
Long hunting seasons

Southwest United States
Historical Focus:

Spanish colonial era
Mining history
Old West
Native American history

Best Sites:

Old mining camps
Ghost towns
Stage routes
Trading posts

Challenges:

Extreme heat
Remote locations
High mineralization



Federal land restrictions

Pacific Northwest
Historical Focus:

Gold rush era
Logging history
Early settlements
Maritime history

Best Sites:

Gold-bearing rivers
Old logging camps
Pioneer settlements
Historic beaches

Challenges:

Heavy rainfall
Dense forests
Short dry season
Some state restrictions

Appendix I: 52-Week Treasure Hunting Curriculum

Year-Long Development Plan

Quarter 1: Foundation (Weeks 1-13)

Week Focus Activity

1 Equipment basics Read manual, practice on coins

2 Target ID Test various metals

3 Recovery technique Practice plug cutting

4 Local history Library research session

5 First hunt Your property or friend's

6 Find identification Research week 5 finds

7 Beach basics If accessible, basic technique

8 Permission hunting Write first request letter

9 Club meeting Attend local club

10 Documentation Set up find log system

11 Map research Obtain historical maps



12 Site selection Identify 5 potential sites

13 Quarter review Assess progress, adjust

Quarter 2: Development (Weeks 14-26)

Week Focus Activity

14 Ground balance Practice in different soils

15 Discrimination Test settings

16 Search patterns Practice systematic grids

17 Depth testing Bury test items at depths

18 Pinpointing Speed and accuracy drills

19 Coin hunting Focus on coins only

20 Jewelry hunting Focus on rings, chains

21 Relic hunting Focus on buttons, buckles

22 Advanced research Newspaper archives

23 Oral history Interview older residents

24 Site documentation Complete site profiles

25 Community engagement Help new hunter

26 Half-year review Major assessment

Quarter 3: Specialization (Weeks 27-39)

Week Focus Activity

27 Choose specialty Select focus area

28-30 Specialty study Deep dive into chosen area

31-33 Specialty hunting Practice specialty

34 Equipment assessment Evaluate upgrade needs

35 Advanced technique Study specialist methods

36 Networking Connect with specialists

37 Teaching Help another hunter

38 Competition Enter organized hunt

39 Quarter review Assess specialty progress

Quarter 4: Mastery (Weeks 40-52)



Week Focus Activity

40-42 Major hunt Plan and execute

43 Analysis Review major hunt results

44-45 Research project Deep historical research

46-47 Site development Develop new permission sites

48 Year-end equipment Maintenance and upgrades

49 Knowledge sharing Write article or present

50 Goal setting Plan next year

51 Community giving Volunteer, donate

52 Year review Complete assessment

Appendix J: Treasure Hunting Record Templates

Annual Statistics Tracker

YEAR: ________

HUNTING STATISTICS

───────────────────────────────

Total hours hunted: __________

Total sites visited: __________

New permissions obtained: __________

FINDS BY CATEGORY

───────────────────────────────

Coins (modern clad): __________

Coins (silver): __________

Coins (copper/older): __________

Jewelry: __________

Relics: __________

Tokens/Medals: __________

Other: __________

VALUE SUMMARY

───────────────────────────────

Total face value: $__________

Estimated melt value: $__________

Estimated collector value: $__________

TOTAL ESTIMATED VALUE: $__________

BEST FINDS

───────────────────────────────



1. __________

2. __________

3. __________

4. __________

5. __________

EQUIPMENT USED

───────────────────────────────

Primary detector: __________

Hours on machine: __________

Coils used: __________

GOALS FOR NEXT YEAR

───────────────────────────────

1. __________

2. __________

3. __________

Hunt Log Entry Template

HUNT LOG ENTRY

───────────────────────────────

Date: __________

Location: __________

GPS: __________

Permission: □ Yes □ N/A (own property)

Weather: __________

Ground conditions: __________

EQUIPMENT

───────────────────────────────

Detector: __________

Coil: __________

Settings: __________

Other equipment: __________

TIME

───────────────────────────────

Start: __________ End: __________

Total hours: __________

FINDS

───────────────────────────────

Target #__: __________

  Depth: ____ ID: ____ Condition: ____

Target #__: __________

  Depth: ____ ID: ____ Condition: ____

Target #__: __________

  Depth: ____ ID: ____ Condition: ____



NOTES

───────────────────────────────

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

FOLLOW-UP

───────────────────────────────

□ Research find(s)

□ Return to site

□ Adjust settings

□ Other: __________

Part 29: State-by-State Legal Guide (United States)
Understanding the legal landscape for treasure hunting varies dramatically by state. This comprehensive
guide covers key regulations, permit requirements, and special considerations for detectorists across all 50
states.

Northeast Region

Connecticut

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited without special permit

State Forests:      Prohibited

Beaches:            Municipal regulation varies

Private Land:       Allowed with written permission

Historical Sites:   Protected under state law

KEY STATUTES:

• CT General Statutes § 10-321a (Archaeological sites)

• Municipal codes vary by town

PERMIT CONTACTS:

Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office

(860) 566-3005

NOTES:

• Strong local historical societies

• Colonial-era finds common

• Shore towns often restrict detecting

Maine

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Varies by park



National Forests:   Casual detecting allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Tidal Areas:        Complex regulations

KEY STATUTES:

• Maine Antiquities Act (state lands)

• 12 MRSA § 1810 (Trespass)

PERMIT CONTACTS:

Maine Historic Preservation Commission

(207) 287-2132

NOTES:

• Rich shipwreck history

• Logging camp sites accessible

• Winter hunting limited

Massachusetts

LEGAL STATUS: Restrictive on public lands

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Most prohibit detecting

Municipal Beaches:  Varies widely

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Historical Sites:   Strictly protected

KEY STATUTES:

• MGL c. 9, § 26A (State Archaeologist authority)

• Individual town bylaws

PERMIT CONTACTS:

Massachusetts Historical Commission

(617) 727-8470

NOTES:

• Revolutionary and Colonial sites abundant

• Cape Cod beaches vary by town

• Strong archaeological protection

New Hampshire

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Forests:      Generally prohibited

Beaches:            Hampton Beach allows detecting

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Ghost Towns:        Research ownership carefully

KEY STATUTES:



• RSA 227-C (Historic Preservation)

• Local ordinances vary

PERMIT CONTACTS:

NH Division of Historical Resources

(603) 271-3483

NOTES:

• White Mountain ghost towns accessible

• Colonial sites on private land

• Seacoast areas productive

New York

LEGAL STATUS: Varies significantly by region

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

State Beaches:      Prohibited in most

City Parks:         NYC prohibits; others vary

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Adirondack Park:    Special regulations

KEY STATUTES:

• NY Parks Rules § 375-1.1

• NYC Parks Rules § 1-04(b)(1)

• NY State Environmental Conservation Law

PERMIT CONTACTS:

NY State Historic Preservation Office

(518) 237-8643

NOTES:

• Long Island beaches mostly restricted

• Upstate private land productive

• Strong Revolutionary War history

Pennsylvania

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Game Lands:   Prohibited

Municipal Parks:    Varies by municipality

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Historical Sites:   Protected

KEY STATUTES:

• PA Crimes Code § 3503 (Trespass)

• State park regulations

PERMIT CONTACTS:



PA Historical and Museum Commission

(717) 787-4363

NOTES:

• Civil War relics in southern counties

• Colonial sites throughout

• Coal region ghost towns

Rhode Island

LEGAL STATUS: Restrictive on state lands

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Generally prohibited

Municipal Beaches:  Some allow with restrictions

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• RI Historical Preservation Act

• Beach commission regulations

NOTES:

• Small state, limited public detecting

• Colonial history on private land

• Narragansett Bay area productive

Vermont

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive outside state lands

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Forests:      Prohibited

Town Forests:       Municipal regulation

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• 22 V.S.A. § 762 (Archaeological sites)

• Local ordinances

NOTES:

• Abandoned farmsteads common

• CCC camp sites

• Winter severely limits season

Mid-Atlantic Region

Delaware

LEGAL STATUS: Restrictive on public lands

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited



State Forests:      Prohibited

Beaches:            Generally prohibited

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• 7 Del.C. § 5405 (State lands)

• DE Archaeological Resources Protection Act

NOTES:

• Small state, limited public options

• Colonial sites on private land

• DuPont family properties historically significant

Maryland

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

WMAs:               Generally prohibited

Chesapeake Bay:     Complex regulations

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• MD Antiquities Code

• COMAR regulations

PERMIT CONTACTS:

Maryland Historical Trust

(410) 514-7600

NOTES:

• Civil War sites abundant

• Colonial tobacco plantations

• Tidal regulations complex

New Jersey

LEGAL STATUS: Restrictive on public lands

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Generally prohibited

Municipal Beaches:  Many allow with restrictions

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• NJAC 7:2-2.17 (State parks)

• Local ordinances vary

NOTES:

• Revolutionary War sites



• Pine Barrens ghost towns

• Jersey Shore rules vary by town

Virginia

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Casual detecting generally allowed

WMAs:               Generally prohibited

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• VA Antiquities Act

• Cave Protection Act

PERMIT CONTACTS:

VA Department of Historic Resources

(804) 482-6446

NOTES:

• Civil War relics throughout

• Colonial sites Jamestown area

• Shenandoah Valley productive

West Virginia

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Forests:      Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Casual detecting allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Coal mining ghost towns

• Civil War sites

• Limited archaeological protection

Southeast Region

Alabama

LEGAL STATUS: Permissive outside protected areas

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Casual detecting allowed

Rivers/Creeks:      Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:



• Alabama Antiquities Act

• Cave Protection Act

NOTES:

• Civil War sites southern region

• Creek War sites

• Gold prospecting in northeast

Arkansas

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Casual detecting allowed

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• AR Archaeological Survey regulations

NOTES:

• Diamond hunting Crater of Diamonds

• Civil War sites

• Outlaw cache legends

Florida

LEGAL STATUS: Varies significantly

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Many allow detecting

Submerged Lands:    State-owned; regulated

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• Chapter 267 (Historical Resources)

• Chapter 253 (State Lands)

• 1A-31 F.A.C. (Archaeological Research)

PERMIT CONTACTS:

FL Division of Historical Resources

(850) 245-6300

NOTES:

• Shipwreck regulations complex

• Beach detecting popular

• Spanish colonial sites

Georgia



LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Casual detecting allowed

WMAs:               Generally prohibited

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• O.C.G.A. § 12-3-52 (Archaeological sites)

NOTES:

• Civil War sites throughout

• Gold prospecting in north

• Colonial sites coastal areas

Kentucky

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Daniel Boone NF allows casual detecting

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Civil War sites

• Frontier-era sites

• Cave systems (protected)

Louisiana

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Kisatchie NF allows casual detecting

Rivers/Lakes:       Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• LA R.S. 41:1601-1614 (Archaeological Resources)

NOTES:

• Civil War sites

• Pirate legends (Lafitte)

• Plantation sites on private land

Mississippi

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Casual detecting allowed



Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Civil War sites (Vicksburg area)

• River finds common

• Natchez Trace history

North Carolina

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

Beaches:            Varies by jurisdiction

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• NC Archaeological Resources Protection Act

NOTES:

• Outer Banks shipwrecks regulated

• Civil War sites

• Gold prospecting in west

South Carolina

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

Rivers/Streams:     Hobby diving/detecting allowed

Beaches:            Most allow detecting

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• SC Underwater Antiquities Act

• SC Archaeological Resources Protection Act

NOTES:

• Revolutionary War sites

• Civil War sites

• Blackbeard shipwreck regulations

Tennessee

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Cherokee NF allows casual detecting

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission



NOTES:

• Civil War sites throughout

• Gold prospecting Coker Creek

• Cherokee heritage areas protected

Midwest Region

Illinois

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

Shawnee NF:         Casual detecting allowed

Cook County:        Forest preserves prohibit

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• IL Archaeological Resources Protection Act

NOTES:

• Lincoln-era sites

• Mississippi River sites

• Chicago fire-era artifacts

Indiana

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

Hoosier NF:         Casual detecting allowed

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Civil War (Morgan's Raid)

• Pioneer-era sites

• Underground Railroad sites

Iowa

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

County Parks:       Varies

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Pioneer-era sites



• Mississippi and Missouri River finds

• Ghost towns throughout

Kansas

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Grasslands: Check regulations

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Old West sites

• Santa Fe Trail

• Civil War (Border Wars)

Michigan

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Forests:      Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Check specific forest rules

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Great Lakes:        Complex regulations

KEY STATUTES:

• Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act

NOTES:

• Shipwreck regulations (Great Lakes)

• Mining ghost towns in UP

• Lumber camp sites

Minnesota

LEGAL STATUS: Restrictive on public lands

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Forests:      Prohibited

National Forests:   Check specific regulations

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• Minnesota Private Cemeteries Act

• Archaeological site protections

NOTES:

• Limited public detecting



• Logging camp sites

• Winter severely limits season

Missouri

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

Mark Twain NF:      Casual detecting allowed

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Civil War sites

• Jesse James legend sites

• Missouri River productive

Nebraska

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Check regulations

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Oregon Trail sites

• Pioneer settlements

• Limited gold prospecting

North Dakota

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Grasslands: Check regulations

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Limited season due to weather

• Frontier-era sites

• Few detectorists = virgin ground

Ohio

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

Wayne NF:           Casual detecting allowed



Metro Parks:        Generally prohibited

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• ORC 149.53 (Archaeological sites)

NOTES:

• Civil War sites

• Underground Railroad

• Early American sites throughout

South Dakota

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Black Hills NF allows casual detecting

Rivers:             Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting Black Hills

• Deadwood-era sites

• Limited season due to weather

Wisconsin

LEGAL STATUS: Restrictive on public lands

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Forests:      Prohibited

National Forests:   Chequamegon-Nicolet varies

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• Wisconsin Act 31 (Field Archaeology Act)

NOTES:

• Strong archaeological protection

• Logging camp sites on private land

• Lead mining region history

Southwest Region

Arizona

LEGAL STATUS: Complex; varies by land type

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Casual detecting generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed



Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Tribal Land:        Prohibited without tribal permit

KEY STATUTES:

• ARS § 41-841 (Antiquities)

• ARS § 13-3702 (ARPA violations)

PERMIT CONTACTS:

Arizona State Museum

(520) 621-6302

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting active

• Ghost towns accessible

• Native American sites strictly protected

Colorado

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• Colorado Antiquities Act

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting throughout

• Mining ghost towns

• High altitude limits season

Nevada

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive on BLM land

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

BLM Land:           Generally allowed (80% of state)

National Forests:   Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Mining ghost towns abundant

• Gold prospecting active

• Limited water sources (safety concern)

New Mexico

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────



State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Tribal Land:        Prohibited without tribal permit

KEY STATUTES:

• Cultural Properties Act

NOTES:

• Spanish colonial sites protected

• Old West sites

• Lost mine legends

Oklahoma

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

Rivers/Lakes:       Army Corps areas vary

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Tribal Land:        Tribal jurisdiction

NOTES:

• Outlaw-era sites

• Trail of Tears history

• Civil War sites

Texas

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

Rivers/Creeks:      Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

Beaches:            Generally allowed

KEY STATUTES:

• Antiquities Code of Texas

• Natural Resources Code Chapter 191

NOTES:

• Spanish colonial sites protected

• Republic of Texas history

• Ghost towns throughout

• Gulf Coast beaches productive

Utah



LEGAL STATUS: Moderately permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• Utah Antiquities Section

NOTES:

• Mining ghost towns

• Mormon pioneer sites

• Native American sites protected

Pacific Region

Alaska

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive on BLM land

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Varies by park

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

National Forests:   Tongass and Chugach allow casual detecting

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting very active

• Short season in most areas

• Remote access challenges

• Native corporation lands require permission

California

LEGAL STATUS: Complex; highly variable

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Varies by forest

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• Public Resources Code § 5097.5

• CEQA regulations

PERMIT CONTACTS:

CA State Parks (for any public land questions)

(916) 653-6995

NOTES:



• Gold Country prospecting active

• Beach restrictions strong

• Ghost towns on mixed ownership

• County and city regulations vary widely

Hawaii

LEGAL STATUS: Restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Generally prohibited

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• HRS § 6E (Historic Preservation)

NOTES:

• Very limited detecting opportunities

• Beach detecting mostly restricted

• Private land permission essential

Idaho

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting very active

• Mining ghost towns

• Nez Perce sites protected

Montana

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting active

• Copper/silver mining history

• Ghost towns throughout

Oregon



LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Generally allowed below high tide

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• ORS 358.905-358.961 (Archaeological Objects)

• Beach access laws (public below high tide)

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting southern Oregon

• Ghost towns in east

• Ocean beaches below high tide public

Washington

LEGAL STATUS: Moderately restrictive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Prohibited

State Beaches:      Varies

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

KEY STATUTES:

• RCW 27.53 (Archaeological Sites)

NOTES:

• Gold prospecting active

• Logging camp sites

• Native American sites protected

Wyoming

LEGAL STATUS: Generally permissive

────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

State Parks:        Generally prohibited

National Forests:   Generally allowed

BLM Land:           Generally allowed (extensive)

Private Land:       Allowed with permission

NOTES:

• Oregon Trail sites

• Ghost towns

• Limited population = virgin ground



Part 30: Famous Finds Deep Dive
Learning from others' discoveries teaches technique, persistence, and the rewards of research. These detailed
case studies reveal the methods behind major finds.

The Hoxne Hoard (UK, 1992)

Background: Peter Whatling lost a hammer in a field in Suffolk, England. He asked friend Eric Lawes, a metal
detectorist, to help find it. Instead, Lawes found one of the largest Roman treasure hoards ever discovered in
Britain.

The Discovery:

SITE DETAILS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Location:       Hoxne, Suffolk, England

Date:           November 16, 1992

Depth:          2.5 feet (76 cm)

Detector Used:  Basic entry-level model

Search Time:    About 30 minutes into search

THE FIND:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Gold Coins:     569

Silver Coins:   14,272

Gold Jewelry:   Multiple pieces

Silver Spoons:  78

Other Items:    200+ gold and silver items

TOTAL VALUE:    £1.75 million (1993 valuation)

Current Value:  Estimated £3+ million

Key Lessons:

1. Beginners succeed: Lawes was not an experienced detectorist
2. Farm fields productive: Agricultural land often hides hoards
3. Proper reporting rewarded: Lawes received full treasure trove reward
4. Archaeological context preserved: Professional excavation followed

Technical Notes:

Initial signal was strong and repeatable
Lawes stopped digging immediately upon seeing gold
Called authorities within hours
Site excavated by Suffolk Archaeological Unit

The Boot of Cortez (Mexico, 1989)

Background: A prospector working the desert of Sonora, Mexico discovered a gold nugget shaped like a boot,
weighing over 389 troy ounces—one of the largest gold nuggets found in the Western Hemisphere.

Discovery Circumstances:



ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Terrain:        Desert alluvial deposit

Vegetation:     Sparse cacti, rocky

Ground Type:    Highly mineralized

Temperature:    110°F+ during search

Water Source:   None nearby

Access:         Remote, 4x4 required

THE NUGGET:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Weight:         389.4 troy oz (12.1 kg)

Gold Content:   98% pure

Dimensions:     11" × 7" × 3"

Depth Found:    18 inches (46 cm)

Market Value:   $1.5 million+ (as specimen)

Key Lessons:

1. Persistence pays: Finder worked remote areas others avoided
2. Equipment for conditions: Used detector suited to mineralized ground
3. Specimen value premium: Worth far more intact than melted
4. Research guided search: Historical knowledge of region's gold production

The Saddle Ridge Hoard (California, 2013)

Background: A couple walking their dog on their property in California's Gold Country noticed a rusty can
protruding from the ground. Investigation revealed 1,427 gold coins dating from 1847-1894, the largest
buried treasure ever found in the United States.

Discovery Details:

SITE INFORMATION:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Location:       Northern California (exact location undisclosed)

Property:       Private land, owned by finders

Discovery:      February 2013

Original Hide:  Likely 1890s

THE COINS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Total Coins:    1,427 gold coins

$20 Liberty:    Most common denomination

$10 Eagles:     Significant quantity

$5 Half Eagles: Smaller portion

Date Range:     1847-1894

Condition:      Many uncirculated

Face Value:     $27,980

Market Value:   $10+ million

CONTAINER DETAILS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Number of Cans: 8 rusted metal cans



Condition:      Deteriorated but intact

Burial Depth:   Varied; some exposed

Pattern:        Scattered, not in one location

Key Lessons:

1. Walk your property: Finders walked same path many times before noticing
2. Erosion reveals: Rain and time exposed buried containers
3. Keep discoveries private: Finders remained anonymous
4. Professional handling: Used numismatic experts for authentication
5. Legal consultation: Secured ownership before announcement

Theories About Origin:

Bank robbery proceeds (unproven)
Mining company payroll
Wealthy individual's savings hidden during economic uncertainty
U.S. Mint employee theft (some coins rare proof editions)

The Ringlemere Cup (UK, 2001)

Background: Cliff Bradshaw, an experienced detectorist, was searching a field near Ringlemere, Kent, England
when his detector signaled a target that would prove to be a 3,700-year-old Bronze Age gold cup.

The Discovery:

ARTIFACT DETAILS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Age:            c. 1700-1500 BCE

Material:       Gold (high purity)

Weight:         184 grams

Height:         11 cm (originally)

Condition:      Crushed by plowing

Similar Items:  Only 6 known worldwide

Current Home:   British Museum

SEARCH CONDITIONS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Location:       Arable farmland, Kent

Detector:       Mid-range model

Depth:          10-12 inches

Signal Type:    Clear, non-ferrous reading

Prior Finds:    Roman coins in same area

Key Lessons:

1. Research productive areas: Bradshaw knew area had Roman activity
2. Deeper targets worth investigating: Many detectorists skip deep signals
3. Careful extraction: Despite crushing damage, recognized significance
4. Responsible reporting: Contacted authorities promptly
5. Treasure reward: Received £270,000 reward

The Shapwick Hoard (UK, 1998)



Background: Two metal detector users, Martin Elliott and his cousin Kevin Elliott, discovered 9,262 Roman
coins in a field near Shapwick, Somerset—one of the largest Roman coin hoards found in Britain.

Detailed Account:

DISCOVERY PROGRESSION:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Day 1:          Found first coins near surface

Day 2:          Systematic search revealed extent

Day 3:          Called County Archaeologist

Day 4-10:       Professional excavation

HOARD CONTENTS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Silver Denarii: 9,262 coins

Date Range:     31 BCE - 224 CE

Container:      Lead-lined wooden box (decayed)

Burial Date:    Approximately 224 CE

Location Depth: 18 inches (46 cm)

NOTABLE COINS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Mark Antony:    Legionary denarii

Augustus:       Early Imperial issues

Trajan:         Multiple issues

Marcus Aurelius: Common in hoard

Key Lessons:

1. Know when to stop: Recognized extent warranted professional help
2. Documentation: Kept records of find locations
3. Patience: Excavation took over a week
4. Shared reward: £265,000 split between finders and landowner
5. Historical contribution: Hoard revealed Roman economic history

The Staffordshire Hoard (UK, 2009)

Background: Terry Herbert, using a detector borrowed from a friend, discovered the largest Anglo-Saxon gold
hoard ever found while searching a recently plowed field in Staffordshire.

Monumental Discovery:

HOARD STATISTICS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Gold Items:     Over 3,500 pieces

Silver Items:   Over 1,500 pieces

Total Weight:   11 pounds gold, 3 pounds silver

Age:            7th-8th century CE

Character:      Primarily martial (sword fittings, etc.)

Valuation:      £3.285 million

SEARCH DETAILS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━



Detector:       Borrowed 14-year-old model

Permission:     Arranged with farmer Fred Johnson

Field History:  Plowed annually for decades

Previous Finds: Some Roman coins in area

Search Time:    5 days of detecting before excavation

Depth:          Up to 14 inches (35 cm)

Key Lessons:

1. Equipment doesn't have to be new: Used old, borrowed detector
2. Permission relationships matter: Had ongoing relationship with farmer
3. Fresh plowing reveals: Searched soon after field plowed
4. Quantity requires professional help: Called archaeologists after first day
5. Life-changing rewards possible: Herbert's share was over £1.6 million

What Made the Staffordshire Hoard Special:

Only martial items (weapons fittings, helmet pieces)
No female items or domestic goods
Suggests war trophy collection
Christian crosses mixed with pagan pieces
Challenges understanding of 7th-century England

Part 31: Advanced Detector Comparisons
Choosing the right detector is crucial. This detailed comparison helps you understand the differences between
popular models for various hunting styles.

Entry-Level Detector Comparison

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                    ENTRY-LEVEL DETECTOR COMPARISON                          │

├─────────────────┬─────────────┬─────────────┬─────────────┬────────────────┤

│ Feature         │ Garrett     │ Fisher F22  │ Nokta Simplex│ Minelab       │

│                 │ ACE 300     │             │ +            │ Vanquish 340  │

├─────────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼────────────────┤

│ Price           │ $250        │ $230        │ $300        │ $279          │

│ Weight          │ 2.8 lbs     │ 2.3 lbs     │ 2.9 lbs     │ 2.8 lbs       │

│ Frequency       │ 8 kHz       │ 7.69 kHz    │ 12 kHz      │ Multi-IQ      │

│ Waterproof      │ Coil only   │ Coil only   │ Full (IP68) │ Coil only     │

│ Ground Balance  │ Preset      │ Preset      │ Auto/Manual │ Auto          │

│ Discrimination  │ Notch (8)   │ Notch (9)   │ Notch (10)  │ Patterns (5)  │

│ Target ID       │ 0-99        │ 0-99        │ 0-99        │ 0-40          │

│ Audio           │ 3 tone      │ 4 tone      │ 5 tone      │ Multi-tone    │

│ Battery Life    │ 25 hr (AA)  │ 25 hr (AA)  │ 12 hr (Li)  │ 18 hr (AA)    │

│ Wireless        │ No          │ No          │ Yes (BT)    │ Yes (Apt-X)   │

│ Coil Size       │ 8"×10"      │ 9" triangle │ 9"×11"      │ 10"×7"        │

└─────────────────┴─────────────┴─────────────┴─────────────┴────────────────┘

Entry-Level Recommendations by Use:

Use Case Best Choice Why



General coin hunting Minelab Vanquish 340 Multi-frequency handles varied conditions

Beach detecting Nokta Simplex+ Fully waterproof, good salt performance

Relic hunting Garrett ACE 300 Iron discrimination, proven performer

Budget priority Fisher F22 Lowest price, excellent depth

Youth/beginner Nokta Simplex+ Simple controls, wireless option

Mid-Range Detector Comparison

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                     MID-RANGE DETECTOR COMPARISON                           │

├─────────────────┬─────────────┬─────────────┬─────────────┬────────────────┤

│ Feature         │ Garrett     │ Minelab     │ XP Deus II  │ Nokta Legend  │

│                 │ AT Pro      │ Equinox 600 │ Lite        │               │

├─────────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼────────────────┤

│ Price           │ $600        │ $649        │ $850        │ $600          │

│ Weight          │ 3.0 lbs     │ 2.96 lbs    │ 2.0 lbs     │ 2.8 lbs       │

│ Frequency       │ 15 kHz      │ Multi-IQ    │ Multi (3-45)│ Multi-IQ      │

│ Waterproof      │ 10 ft       │ 10 ft       │ Coil only   │ Full (IP68)   │

│ Ground Balance  │ Auto/Manual │ Auto/Manual │ Auto/Manual │ Auto/Manual   │

│ Recovery Speed  │ Medium      │ Adjustable  │ Very Fast   │ Adjustable    │

│ Iron Separation │ Iron Audio  │ Iron Bias   │ Excellent   │ Iron Filter   │

│ Target ID       │ 0-99        │ 0-50        │ 0-99        │ 0-99          │

│ Wireless        │ No          │ Apt-X LL    │ Yes (native)│ Yes (Apt-X)   │

│ Custom Programs │ No          │ 4 save      │ Unlimited   │ 8 save        │

│ Update Capable  │ No          │ Yes         │ Yes         │ Yes           │

└─────────────────┴─────────────┴─────────────┴─────────────┴────────────────┘

Mid-Range Recommendations by Use:

Use Case Best Choice Why

All-around performer Minelab Equinox 600 Multi-frequency, proven performer

Iron-infested sites XP Deus II Lite Best separation, fast recovery

Shallow water hunting Garrett AT Pro Proven underwater reliability

Best value Nokta Legend Feature-rich, competitive price

European relic hunting XP Deus II Lite Lightweight, fast, customizable

High-End Detector Comparison

┌─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                     HIGH-END DETECTOR COMPARISON                            │

├─────────────────┬─────────────┬─────────────┬─────────────┬────────────────┤

│ Feature         │ Minelab     │ XP Deus II  │ Garrett     │ Nokta/Makro   │

│                 │ Equinox 900 │ Full        │ Apex        │ Anfibio Multi │

├─────────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼────────────────┤



│ Price           │ $1,099      │ $1,400+     │ $750        │ $700          │

│ Weight          │ 2.96 lbs    │ 2.0 lbs     │ 3.0 lbs     │ 3.3 lbs       │

│ Frequency       │ Multi-IQ    │ Multi 4-45  │ Multi-Flex  │ Multi 5-14-20 │

│ Waterproof      │ 16 ft       │ Coil 20 ft  │ Coil only   │ Full (16 ft)  │

│ Ground Balance  │ Auto/Manual │ Auto/Manual │ Auto/Manual │ Auto/Manual   │

│ Recovery Speed  │ 8 levels    │ Unlimited   │ 6 levels    │ 8 levels      │

│ Target ID       │ 0-50        │ 0-99        │ 0-99        │ 0-99          │

│ Custom Programs │ 8 save      │ Unlimited   │ 6 save      │ 8 save        │

│ Control Head    │ Integrated  │ Remote      │ Integrated  │ Integrated    │

│ Software        │ Updateable  │ Updateable  │ Updateable  │ Updateable    │

└─────────────────┴─────────────┴─────────────┴─────────────┴────────────────┘

Specialized Detector Categories

Gold Prospecting Detectors

GOLD DETECTOR COMPARISON:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Model               │ Minelab     │ Garrett     │ Fisher

                    │ Gold Monster│ AT Gold     │ Gold Bug 2

────────────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼─────────

Price               │ $900        │ $750        │ $750

Frequency           │ 45 kHz      │ 18 kHz      │ 71 kHz

Gold Sensitivity    │ Excellent   │ Very Good   │ Best

Mineralized Ground  │ Excellent   │ Good        │ Excellent

Weight              │ 2.9 lbs     │ 3.0 lbs     │ 2.5 lbs

Waterproof          │ Coil only   │ 10 ft       │ No

Best For            │ All-around  │ Versatility │ Tiny gold

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Underwater Detectors

UNDERWATER DETECTOR COMPARISON:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Model               │ Minelab     │ Garrett     │ Fisher

                    │ Excalibur II│ Sea Hunter  │ CZ-21

────────────────────┼─────────────┼─────────────┼─────────

Price               │ $1,500      │ $850        │ $1,100

Max Depth           │ 200 ft      │ 200 ft      │ 250 ft

Frequency           │ Multi (BBS) │ 750 Hz PI   │ Multi VLF

Salt Performance    │ Excellent   │ Excellent   │ Excellent

Gold Sensitivity    │ Excellent   │ Poor        │ Very Good

Audio               │ Multi-tone  │ Threshold   │ Multi-tone

Weight in Water     │ Negative    │ Positive    │ Neutral

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Frequency and Target Response Guide

Understanding how different frequencies respond to targets:

FREQUENCY vs. TARGET SENSITIVITY:

                          Low Freq    Mid Freq    High Freq



                          (3-7 kHz)   (8-15 kHz)  (18+ kHz)

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Large Silver          │  ★★★★★   │  ★★★★    │  ★★★     │

Small Silver          │  ★★★     │  ★★★★    │  ★★★★★   │

Large Copper/Bronze   │  ★★★★★   │  ★★★★    │  ★★★     │

Small Copper/Bronze   │  ★★★     │  ★★★★    │  ★★★★★   │

Gold Jewelry          │  ★★      │  ★★★★    │  ★★★★★   │

Gold Nuggets (small)  │  ★       │  ★★★     │  ★★★★★   │

Lead (bullets, etc.)  │  ★★★★★   │  ★★★★    │  ★★★     │

Iron (large)          │  ★★★★★   │  ★★★★    │  ★★★     │

Iron (small)          │  ★★★     │  ★★★     │  ★★★★    │

Aluminum              │  ★★      │  ★★★★    │  ★★★★★   │

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

FREQUENCY SELECTION GUIDE:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Hunting Type          │ Optimal Frequency    │ Why

──────────────────────┼──────────────────────┼──────────

Deep Silver Coins     │ 5-8 kHz              │ Penetration

Hammered Coins        │ 12-18 kHz            │ Small targets

Gold Jewelry          │ 18+ kHz              │ Sensitivity

Gold Nuggets          │ 45-71 kHz            │ Tiny pieces

Civil War Relics      │ 8-15 kHz             │ Balance

Beach (dry sand)      │ Multi-frequency      │ Versatility

Beach (wet salt)      │ Low/PI               │ Salt handling

Freshwater            │ Any VLF              │ No salt issue

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Part 32: Historical Period Identification Guide
Identifying finds by time period requires knowledge of manufacturing methods, materials, and styles. This
guide helps date discoveries.

American Historical Periods

AMERICAN HISTORICAL TIMELINE FOR DETECTORISTS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

COLONIAL ERA (1607-1776)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Coins:        Spanish reales, British coppers, colonial issues

Buttons:      Pewter, hand-cast, no back marks

Buckles:      Hand-forged iron, brass

Musket Balls: Lead, hand-cast, often irregular

Household:    Hand-wrought nails, pottery sherds

Key Indicators:

• No machine-made items

• Hand-crafted irregularities

• Pewter common

• Spanish silver widespread



REVOLUTIONARY ERA (1775-1783)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Military:     Buttons (plain, regiment numbered), musket balls

Coins:        State coppers, Spanish, some Continental currency

Equipment:    Bayonets, canteen parts, cartridge box plates

Uniform:      Pewter buttons, brass insignia

Key Indicators:

• Military buttons often plain or numbered

• Musket balls (.69 cal American, .75 cal British)

• Hand-forged items still common

EARLY REPUBLIC (1783-1830)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Coins:        Large cents, half cents, early silver

Buttons:      First back marks appear, gilt becoming common

Hardware:     Machine-cut nails begin ~1800

Military:     War of 1812 items, militia equipment

Key Indicators:

• Transition period: hand-made to machine-made

• Button back marks begin

• Federal eagle designs appear

ANTEBELLUM PERIOD (1830-1860)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Coins:        Seated Liberty, large cents (until 1857)

Buttons:      Elaborate designs, brass common

Hardware:     Machine-made hardware widespread

Household:    Early ceramics with transfer printing

Key Indicators:

• Machine-made consistency

• Elaborate decorative work

• Wire-drawn nails begin

CIVIL WAR ERA (1861-1865)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Military:     Buttons, buckles, cartridge boxes, bullets

Confederate:  Distinctive buttons, local-made items

Union:        Standard issue, mass-produced

Coins:        Indian Head cents, two-cent pieces begin

Key Indicators:

• Mass production evidence

• State and unit-specific items

• .58 caliber Minié balls common

• Brass cartridge cases rare (mostly paper)

POST-WAR/VICTORIAN (1865-1900)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────



Coins:        Indian Head cents, Seated/Barber coinage

Items:        Mass-produced hardware, jewelry, trinkets

Household:    Ironstone pottery, metal-cap bottles

Key Indicators:

• Industrial production

• Patent dates appear

• Wire nails replace cut nails ~1890

EARLY 20TH CENTURY (1900-1945)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Coins:        Lincoln cents, Buffalo nickels, Mercury dimes

Items:        Celluloid, Bakelite, chrome plating

Military:     WWI, WWII items

Key Indicators:

• Plastic appears

• Chrome plating common

• "Made in USA/Japan/Germany" marks

Dating Buttons Guide

Buttons provide excellent dating evidence when found with proper attention to details.

BUTTON DATING INDICATORS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

SHANK TYPES (back attachment):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

    ┌───┐         ┌───┐         ┌───┐         ┌───┐

    │ ⊙ │         │ ◇ │         │ | │         │ ○ │

    └───┘         └───┘         └───┘         └───┘

    Hand-cast     Alpha        Omega         Sanders

    1600-1830     1800-1860    1850-1920     1830-1880

BACK MARK EVOLUTION:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Period              │ Marking Style

────────────────────┼────────────────────────────────────

Pre-1800            │ No marks (hand-cast)

1800-1830           │ Simple maker's name

1830-1865           │ Name + city, decorative borders

1865-1900           │ "Quality/Extra" slogans

Post-1900           │ Patent numbers, "Made in USA"

COMMON BUTTON BACK MARKS AND DATES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Mark                      │ Period        │ Notes

──────────────────────────┼───────────────┼──────────────

SCOVILL MFG CO           │ 1850-present  │ Major maker

WATERBURY BUTTON CO      │ 1812-present  │ CT company

HORSTMANN & ALLEN        │ 1815-1893     │ Philadelphia



EXTRA QUALITY            │ 1840s-1870s   │ Common mark

TREBLE GILT              │ 1830s-1870s   │ Quality mark

GILT                     │ 1820s-1860s   │ Early mark

Nail Dating Guide

Nails provide excellent site dating evidence.

NAIL EVOLUTION TIMELINE:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

HAND-WROUGHT (pre-1800)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

        │

    ────┼────      Rose head or T-head

        │          Tapered all four sides

        │          Irregular shape

        │

MACHINE-CUT (1790-1890)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

      │││          Cut from iron plate

    ──┼┼┼──        Tapered two sides

      │││          Uniform thickness

      │││          Rectangular cross-section

Type A (1790-1830): Hand-headed on machine-cut shank

Type B (1830-1890): Fully machine-made, square head

WIRE NAIL (1890-present)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

        │

        │          Round wire shank

        ●          Round flat head

        │          Uniform diameter

        │

DATING BY NAIL TYPE:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Site Date Estimate │ Nail Types Present

───────────────────┼─────────────────────────────────────

Pre-1790           │ Hand-wrought only

1790-1830          │ Mixed wrought and cut

1830-1890          │ Cut nails predominate

1890-1910          │ Mixed cut and wire

Post-1910          │ Wire nails predominate

Coin Dating Quick Reference

U.S. COIN SERIES AND DATES:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━



LARGE CENTS (29mm diameter):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Flowing Hair       │ 1793

Liberty Cap        │ 1793-1796

Draped Bust        │ 1796-1807

Classic Head       │ 1808-1814

Coronet/Matron     │ 1816-1839

Braided Hair       │ 1839-1857

SMALL CENTS (19mm diameter):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Flying Eagle       │ 1857-1858

Indian Head        │ 1859-1909

Lincoln Wheat      │ 1909-1958

Lincoln Memorial   │ 1959-2008

Lincoln Shield     │ 2010-present

SILVER HALF DIMES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Flowing Hair       │ 1794-1795

Draped Bust        │ 1796-1805

Capped Bust        │ 1829-1837

Seated Liberty     │ 1837-1873

SILVER DIMES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Draped Bust        │ 1796-1807

Capped Bust        │ 1809-1837

Seated Liberty     │ 1837-1891

Barber            │ 1892-1916

Mercury            │ 1916-1945

Roosevelt          │ 1946-present

QUARTER DOLLARS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Draped Bust        │ 1796-1807

Capped Bust        │ 1815-1838

Seated Liberty     │ 1838-1891

Barber            │ 1892-1916

Standing Liberty   │ 1916-1930

Washington         │ 1932-present

Part 33: Site Condition Assessment
Professional site evaluation maximizes success and ensures responsible hunting. This section provides
systematic assessment methods.

Pre-Hunt Site Evaluation



SITE EVALUATION CHECKLIST:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

LEGAL STATUS:

□ Property ownership verified

□ Permission obtained (written preferred)

□ Detecting allowed on this land type

□ Archaeological sensitivity checked

□ Local ordinances reviewed

HISTORICAL POTENTIAL:

□ Age of activity on site

□ Type of historical use

□ Population served

□ Economic activity level

□ Events of significance

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS:

□ Ground composition (sand, clay, rock)

□ Mineralization level

□ Current vegetation

□ Recent disturbance

□ Water table depth

ACCESSIBILITY:

□ Distance from parking

□ Terrain difficulty

□ Water availability

□ Cell service

□ Emergency access

Ground Condition Assessment

Understanding soil conditions improves detecting strategy.

GROUND TYPE ANALYSIS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

SOIL TYPE        │ Signal Effect    │ Detector Setting

─────────────────┼──────────────────┼──────────────────

Sandy            │ Clean signals    │ High sensitivity

Clay             │ Slightly muted   │ Standard settings

Rocky            │ False signals    │ Lower sensitivity

Iron-rich        │ Heavy noise      │ Iron rejection

Black sand       │ Severe masking   │ Ground balance critical

Alkaline         │ Mineral noise    │ Ground tracking

MINERALIZATION LEVELS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Level            │ Characteristics        │ Approach

─────────────────┼────────────────────────┼─────────────

Low              │ Quiet operation        │ Max sensitivity



Moderate         │ Some ground noise      │ Auto ground balance

High             │ Significant noise      │ Manual GB, slower

Severe           │ Constant false signals │ Specialized equipment

MOISTURE IMPACT:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Condition        │ Effect on Detecting    │ Notes

─────────────────┼────────────────────────┼─────────────

Dry              │ Reduced conductivity   │ Shallower detection

Damp (ideal)     │ Enhanced conductivity  │ Best depth

Saturated        │ Can cause false signals│ Ground balance adjust

Frozen           │ Very low conductivity  │ Near-surface only

Site Mapping System

Create systematic site documentation.

SITE MAPPING GRID:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

REFERENCE POINT: ★ (permanent marker)

     A    B    C    D    E    F    G    H

   ┌────┬────┬────┬────┬────┬────┬────┬────┐

1  │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │

   ├────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┤

2  │    │    │ ★  │    │    │    │    │    │

   ├────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┤

3  │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │

   ├────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┤

4  │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │

   ├────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┼────┤

5  │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │    │

   └────┴────┴────┴────┴────┴────┴────┴────┘

Grid: 10m × 10m squares

Mark: finds, hole locations, features

DOCUMENTATION CODES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

●  Coin find          ▲  Relic find

○  Modern trash       □  Button

◆  Jewelry            ■  Military item

✕  Iron rejected      ☆  Notable find

Feature Identification

Recognizing site features guides productive searching.

HISTORICAL SITE FEATURES:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━



HOMESTEAD INDICATORS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Visual Clues:

• Foundation stones/depressions

• Chimney fall (brick scatter)

• Well depressions (circular)

• Privy depressions (rectangular)

• Fence lines (post rot/stones)

• Ornamental plantings (lilac, rose)

• Fruit trees

Detection Priority:

┌────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐

│                     HOUSE                          │

│                   ┌───────┐                        │

│  FRONT YARD       │       │       KITCHEN AREA    │

│  (social area)    │       │       (domestic items)│

│  Coins, jewelry   └───────┘       Tools, hardware │

│                                                    │

│                   PRIVY                           │

│               (bottles, coins)                     │

│                                                    │

└────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

CAMP/MILITARY INDICATORS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Visual Clues:

• Tent pad depressions

• Fire pit circles

• Earthwork remains

• Trash pit depressions

• Latrine trenches

Detection Priority:

• Company street areas (high traffic)

• Perimeter (lost items)

• Kitchen areas (food-related items)

• Command areas (quality items)

CHURCH/SCHOOL INDICATORS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Visual Clues:

• Foundation remains

• Cemetery proximity

• Road convergence

• Clearing in woods

Detection Priority:

• Entrance areas (coin spills)

• Gathering spaces



• Play areas (schools)

• Hitching post locations

Part 34: Weather and Seasonal Strategy
Weather significantly impacts detecting success. This comprehensive guide helps plan hunts for optimal
conditions.

Seasonal Hunting Calendar

SEASONAL DETECTING CALENDAR:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

SPRING (March-May):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Conditions:

☑ Frost heave brings items up

☑ Snow melt reveals access

☑ Rain softens ground

☐ Mud can be challenging

☐ New growth hides holes

Best Targets:

• Recently plowed fields

• Thawed beaches

• Parks after snow melt

• Flood-exposed areas

Strategy:

• Hunt early before vegetation

• Target post-rain soft ground

• Focus on eroded areas

• Document winter storm damage sites

SUMMER (June-August):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Conditions:

☑ Long daylight hours

☑ Tourist activity adds fresh drops

☑ Dry conditions allow site access

☐ Hard ground reduces depth

☐ Heat stress concerns

☐ Thick vegetation

Best Targets:

• Active swimming beaches

• Parks and fairgrounds

• After major events

• Early morning/late evening sites

Strategy:



• Hunt during/after events

• Beach detecting prime season

• Hydrate frequently

• Hunt cooler hours

AUTUMN (September-November):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Conditions:

☑ Vegetation dies back

☑ Ground softens with rain

☑ Farm fields accessible

☑ Comfortable temperatures

☐ Shorter days

☐ Hunting season conflicts (woods)

Best Targets:

• Freshly harvested fields

• Parks after leaf drop

• Old homesteads (visible features)

• Beach post-season

Strategy:

• Prime time for most detecting

• Focus on field permissions

• Document sites for next year

• Extended sessions possible

WINTER (December-February):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Conditions:

☑ No vegetation interference

☑ Ground freeze preserves targets

☑ Fewer competing hunters

☐ Frozen ground difficult/impossible

☐ Short days

☐ Cold stress

Best Targets:

• Snow-free beaches

• Indoor research/maintenance

• Southern regions

• Thaw windows

Strategy:

• Maintain equipment

• Research new sites

• Plan spring campaign

• Hunt permitting weather windows

Weather Condition Guide



WEATHER IMPACT ANALYSIS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

RAIN:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Timing        │ Impact                      │ Rating

──────────────┼─────────────────────────────┼────────

During rain   │ Difficult conditions        │ ★☆☆☆☆

1-2 days after│ Excellent detection         │ ★★★★★

Week after    │ Still improved              │ ★★★★☆

Prolonged wet │ Saturated, false signals    │ ★★☆☆☆

Why rain helps:

• Improves ground conductivity

• Settles disturbed soil

• Softens ground for digging

• May expose items through erosion

TEMPERATURE:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Range         │ Ground Effect               │ Strategy

──────────────┼─────────────────────────────┼────────

Below 32°F    │ Frozen, signals weak        │ Avoid

32-45°F       │ Thawing, variable           │ Careful

45-65°F       │ Optimal conditions          │ Ideal

65-85°F       │ Good if not too dry         │ Good

Above 85°F    │ Often very dry, hard        │ Morning only

WIND:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Speed         │ Impact                      │ Advice

──────────────┼─────────────────────────────┼────────

Calm          │ Clear audio                 │ Ideal

5-15 mph      │ Manageable                  │ Good

15-25 mph     │ Audio interference          │ Use headphones

25+ mph       │ Difficult, debris danger    │ Avoid

HUMIDITY:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Level         │ Effect                      │ Notes

──────────────┼─────────────────────────────┼────────

Low (dry)     │ Hard ground, dust           │ Lower sensitivity

Moderate      │ Good conditions             │ Standard settings

High          │ Enhanced conductivity       │ Best detection

Saturated     │ Too wet, false signals      │ Wait for drainage

Moon Phase Theory

Some detectorists believe moon phases affect detecting. While scientifically unproven, this information is
included for reference.



MOON PHASE DETECTING (Traditional Theory):

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

    🌑         🌓         🌕         🌗

    New      First      Full       Last

   Moon     Quarter    Moon      Quarter

Traditional Beliefs:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Phase         │ Supposed Effect    │ Hunt Recommendation

──────────────┼────────────────────┼─────────────────────

New Moon      │ Deeper detection   │ Deep targets

Waxing        │ Items rising       │ General hunting

Full Moon     │ Surface targets    │ Shallow hunting

Waning        │ Items settling     │ Dense areas

Practical Considerations:

• Full moon provides nighttime visibility

• Tides follow lunar cycle (beach hunting)

• No scientific evidence for detection effects

• Use as tiebreaker, not primary planning

Part 35: Advanced Recovery Techniques
Proper recovery preserves finds and sites. These advanced techniques ensure professional-quality extraction.

Target Pinpointing Methods

PINPOINTING TECHNIQUE PROGRESSION:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

STAGE 1: COIL DETUNING

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

       ┌─────────┐

       │   X     │    1. Get strong signal

       │  ~~~    │    2. Lift coil 4-6 inches

       └─────────┘    3. Re-sweep to narrow location

           │          4. Repeat at lower height

           ▼

       Target zone narrows with each pass

STAGE 2: ELECTRONIC PINPOINT

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

       ┌─────────┐

       │    ●    │    1. Switch to pinpoint mode

       │   +++   │    2. Lower coil slowly

       └─────────┘    3. Find signal peak

           │          4. Mark with toe/tool

           ▼

       Loudest signal = target center



STAGE 3: X-PATTERN CONFIRMATION

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

           ↑

       ←───●───→     Sweep N-S, then E-W

           ↓         Intersection = target location

                     Both passes should peak at same point

STAGE 4: HANDHELD PINPOINTER

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Use after initial dig to locate target in:

• Plug or flap

• Loose soil pile

• Hole bottom

• For final extraction

Plug Cutting Techniques

PLUG CUTTING METHODS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

METHOD 1: HINGED PLUG (Recommended for lawns)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

    ┌─────────┐

    │         │         1. Cut 3 sides only

    │    ●    │◄── Leave hinge side uncut

    │         │

    └────═════┘←── Hinge (grass roots intact)

        Flip       2. Flip plug like book page

        ↓          3. Pinpoint in hole/plug

    ┌═════════┐    4. Replace and press firmly

    │█████████│

    └─────────┘

METHOD 2: FULL PLUG (Deep targets)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

    ┌─────────┐

    │    ●    │         1. Cut complete circle

    └─────────┘         2. Remove plug, set on cloth

                        3. Dig deeper if needed

        ○               4. Check plug, hole, pile

    ┌─────────┐         5. Replace carefully

    │         │

    └─────────┘

METHOD 3: FLAP CUT (Quick recovery)

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

    ────┐

    ────┤               1. Cut three sides

    ────┤               2. Lever up with tool



    ────┘               3. Pinpoint underneath

                        4. Press back flat

PLUG SIZES BY DEPTH:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Depth         │ Plug Size    │ Method

──────────────┼──────────────┼─────────────────────

1-3 inches    │ 4-5 inch     │ Flap or hinged

3-6 inches    │ 5-6 inch     │ Hinged plug

6-10 inches   │ 6-8 inch     │ Full plug

10+ inches    │ 8+ inch      │ Full excavation

Specialized Recovery Situations

DIFFICULT RECOVERY SCENARIOS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

ROOT-BOUND TARGETS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Problem: Target among tree roots

Solution:

1. Identify root pattern before cutting

2. Work around major roots, don't sever

3. Use small hand tools

4. May need to leave and document

5. Never damage living tree for target

ROCK-SURROUNDED TARGETS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Problem: Target lodged between rocks

Solution:

1. Excavate around perimeter

2. Remove movable stones carefully

3. Use narrow tools to reach target

4. May require multiple approaches

5. Replace rocks in original positions

WET/MUDDY CONDITIONS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Problem: Target in saturated soil

Solution:

1. Work quickly—holes fill with water

2. Use scoop for loose mud

3. Keep checking pinpointer frequently

4. Rinse finds immediately

5. Bring towel for drying before ID

HARDPAN/CLAY:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Problem: Very hard soil resists digging

Solution:



1. Use sturdy digging tool

2. Score perimeter deeply before prying

3. May need to return after rain

4. Consider specialized clay-cutting tools

5. Be patient—force damages finds

Target Extraction Protocol

PROFESSIONAL EXTRACTION SEQUENCE:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

STEP 1: SIGNAL ASSESSMENT

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Note initial signal characteristics

□ Estimate depth

□ Predict target type

□ Check from multiple angles

□ Document location if significant

STEP 2: GROUND PREPARATION

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Clear surface debris

□ Lay down finds pouch/cloth

□ Position pinpointer ready

□ Choose appropriate tool

□ Plan plug direction (downhill drain)

STEP 3: INITIAL CUT

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Mark target center

□ Cut appropriate plug size

□ Cut to estimated depth

□ Maintain clean edges

□ Preserve sod integrity

STEP 4: TARGET LOCATION

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Scan plug with pinpointer

□ Scan hole bottom

□ Scan removed soil

□ Narrow location precisely

□ Use fingers for final location

STEP 5: EXTRACTION

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Remove target gently

□ Avoid tool contact with target

□ Clear soil from target

□ Initial identification

□ Secure in finds pouch



STEP 6: SITE RESTORATION

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Return all soil to hole

□ Replace plug precisely

□ Press edges firmly

□ Stand on plug to settle

□ Ensure invisible repair

□ Remove all trash discovered

Part 36: Building Your Detecting Legacy
Treasure hunting becomes more meaningful when shared and preserved. This section covers mentorship,
documentation, and creating lasting value from your hobby.

Mentorship and Teaching

MENTORSHIP FRAMEWORK:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

STAGE 1: SPARK INTEREST

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Goals:

• Share your enthusiasm

• Demonstrate possibilities

• Show rather than tell

• Let them make discoveries

Activities:

• Invite along on permission hunts

• Let them use your detector

• Ensure early success (seeded targets OK)

• Tell stories of finds

• Show your collection

STAGE 2: BUILD FOUNDATION

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Goals:

• Teach equipment basics

• Instill ethics and legality

• Develop listening skills

• Build confidence

Activities:

• Explain detector controls

• Practice in controlled settings

• Discuss permission and ethics

• Learn recovery techniques

• Identify common targets by sound

STAGE 3: DEVELOP INDEPENDENCE

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────



Goals:

• Independent operation

• Problem-solving ability

• Research skills

• Community connection

Activities:

• Supervised independent hunts

• Introduction to research

• Club membership

• Personal equipment selection

• Developing personal style

STAGE 4: ADVANCED GROWTH

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Goals:

• Specialization

• Teaching others

• Contribution to hobby

• Ethical leadership

Activities:

• Mentoring newcomers

• Sharing knowledge

• Advanced techniques

• Community involvement

• Preservation efforts

Documentation and Preservation

FIND DOCUMENTATION STANDARDS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

IMMEDIATE FIELD DOCUMENTATION:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ GPS coordinates or grid reference

□ Depth measurement

□ Soil type/conditions

□ Associated finds

□ Signal characteristics

□ Photos (in situ if significant)

PHOTOGRAPHY STANDARDS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Required Photos:

1. In-hole or in-situ (before removal)

2. Fresh from ground (uncleaned)

3. After initial cleaning

4. Both sides (obverse/reverse)

5. Detail shots of significant features

6. Scale reference in frame



Camera Settings:

• Good lighting (natural preferred)

• Macro mode for details

• Neutral background

• Consistent scale reference

• Multiple angles

CATALOGING FORMAT:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

FIND #: YYYY-NNN

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

Date Found:     ___________

Location:       ___________

GPS:            N__ __.____ W__ __.____

Site Type:      ___________

Depth:          ___ inches

Item Type:      ___________

Material:       ___________

Dimensions:     ___ × ___ × ___

Weight:         ___ grams

Condition:      ___________

Date Range:     ___________

Identification: ___________

Notes:          ___________

Photo IDs:      ___________

Display Status: ___________

Creating a Detecting Archive

PERSONAL ARCHIVE STRUCTURE:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

DIGITAL ARCHIVE:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Folder Structure:

/Detecting Archive/

├── /Finds by Year/

│   ├── /2024/

│   │   ├── /Photos/

│   │   ├── /Documentation/

│   │   └── Finds_Log_2024.xlsx

│   └── /2025/

├── /Sites/

│   ├── /Active Permissions/

│   ├── /Researched Locations/

│   └── /Historical Maps/

├── /Research/

│   ├── /Identification Guides/

│   ├── /Historical Records/

│   └── /Reference Materials/



├── /Equipment/

│   ├── Manuals

│   ├── Settings Notes

│   └── Maintenance Logs

└── /Club & Community/

    ├── Meeting Notes

    └── Event Photos

PHYSICAL ARCHIVE:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Storage Components:

• Coin holders (2×2, flips)

• Riker mounts (display cases)

• Acid-free tissue

• Silica gel packets

• Climate-controlled space

• Inventory tags

• Safety deposit box (valuable items)

Passing on Your Collection

COLLECTION LEGACY PLANNING:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

DOCUMENTATION FOR HEIRS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Create a Collection Guide Including:

□ Complete inventory with values

□ Identification of significant pieces

□ Provenance documentation

□ Recommended contacts for appraisal

□ Disposition wishes

□ Location of all items

□ Insurance documentation

VALUE DOCUMENTATION:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Item               │ Sentimental │ Market │ Historical

───────────────────┼─────────────┼────────┼───────────

First coin found   │ HIGH        │ Low    │ Personal

Rare date coin     │ Medium      │ HIGH   │ Medium

Civil War artifact │ HIGH        │ HIGH   │ HIGH

Gold jewelry       │ Medium      │ HIGH   │ Medium

Research notebooks │ HIGH        │ Low    │ HIGH

DISPOSITION OPTIONS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Option          │ Pros                 │ Cons

────────────────┼──────────────────────┼─────────────────

Family heir     │ Keeps collection     │ May lack interest

Museum donation │ Preserved, credited  │ No financial value



Sale to clubs   │ Stays in hobby       │ Dispersed

Auction         │ Market value         │ Widely dispersed

Historical soc. │ Local preservation   │ May not accept all

Appendix K: Extended Equipment Maintenance Guide

Detector Maintenance Schedule

MAINTENANCE CALENDAR:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

AFTER EVERY HUNT:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Remove batteries if storing more than a week

□ Wipe down coil and shaft

□ Clean coil cover

□ Check for loose connections

□ Store in protective case

□ Clean pinpointer lens

WEEKLY (Active hunting):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Inspect cable connections

□ Clean battery contacts

□ Check headphone jack

□ Test all controls

□ Inspect coil for cracks

□ Clean charging contacts

MONTHLY:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Deep clean all components

□ Apply contact cleaner to connections

□ Check shaft locks and tightness

□ Inspect O-rings (waterproof units)

□ Update firmware if available

□ Review and reset settings

ANNUALLY:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Professional inspection if available

□ Replace worn coil cover

□ Consider coil replacement if damaged

□ Replace rechargeable batteries

□ Update all software/firmware

□ Review equipment needs

Cleaning Products and Methods



CLEANING GUIDE BY COMPONENT:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

CONTROL BOX:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Safe:

• Damp cloth (water only)

• Lens cleaner (display)

• Compressed air (crevices)

• Contact cleaner (battery contacts)

Avoid:

• Soaking

• Harsh chemicals

• Abrasive materials

• Pressure washing

COIL:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Safe:

• Water rinse

• Mild soap solution

• Soft brush

• Silicone spray (cord connections)

Avoid:

• Solvents

• Scraping hard materials

• Submerging non-waterproof coils

• Petroleum products on plastic

SHAFT:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Safe:

• Damp cloth

• Silicone spray on locks

• Wire brush (rust spots)

• WD-40 (metal parts only)

Avoid:

• Soaking lower section

• Excessive lubricant

• Abrasive cleaners

• Over-tightening locks

Troubleshooting Guide

COMMON PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

PROBLEM: No power



─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Check:

□ Battery charge/freshness

□ Battery orientation

□ Battery contact corrosion

□ Main power switch

□ Battery door seal (waterproof)

PROBLEM: Erratic signals

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Check:

□ EMI sources nearby

□ Ground balance setting

□ Sensitivity too high

□ Coil cable damage

□ Loose coil connection

□ Battery low

PROBLEM: False signals

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Check:

□ Ground mineralization

□ Hot rocks in area

□ Coil bumping debris

□ Internal electronics (wiggle test)

□ Nearby metal fencing

□ Underground utilities

PROBLEM: Weak signals

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Check:

□ Sensitivity setting

□ Volume setting

□ Headphone connection

□ Coil height above ground

□ Battery power

□ Ground balance calibration

PROBLEM: Detector unstable

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Check:

□ Shaft lock tightness

□ Coil bolt tightness

□ Battery compartment secure

□ Armrest adjustment

□ Weight distribution

Appendix L: Complete Site Research Protocol

Research Phase Checklist



COMPREHENSIVE SITE RESEARCH:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

PHASE 1: PRELIMINARY RESEARCH

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Historical aerial photographs

□ Topographic maps (multiple years)

□ Sanborn fire insurance maps

□ County plat maps

□ Historical atlases

□ Local history books

□ Newspaper archives

□ Census records

□ Military records

□ Church/cemetery records

PHASE 2: OWNERSHIP RESEARCH

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Current property owner identification

□ Property boundaries verification

□ Deed research (chain of title)

□ Survey records

□ Easement research

□ Zoning status

□ Any restrictions or covenants

PHASE 3: PHYSICAL SITE ANALYSIS

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Drive-by reconnaissance

□ Google Earth historical imagery

□ Terrain features analysis

□ Vegetation patterns (old plantings)

□ Surface artifact scatter

□ Erosion patterns

□ Access routes

PHASE 4: COMMUNITY RESEARCH

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

□ Local historical society contact

□ Long-time residents interviews

□ Previous owner contact

□ Local detecting club knowledge

□ Archaeological surveys check

□ Museum collections review

Research Source Guide

PRIMARY RESEARCH SOURCES:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

MAPS AND IMAGERY:



─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Source              │ Best For           │ Access

────────────────────┼────────────────────┼───────────────

USGS Topo Maps      │ Terrain, old sites │ Free online

Sanborn Maps        │ Urban structures   │ Library

Aerial Photos       │ Change over time   │ USGS/State

Google Earth        │ Recent changes     │ Free online

County GIS          │ Current parcels    │ Often free

Historic Maps       │ Old roads, towns   │ Library/Archive

RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Source              │ Best For           │ Access

────────────────────┼────────────────────┼───────────────

Census Records      │ Population, names  │ Ancestry/free

Deed Records        │ Ownership history  │ County office

Military Records    │ Camp locations     │ National Archives

Newspapers          │ Events, activities │ Library

City Directories    │ Business locations │ Library

Tax Records         │ Property values    │ County office

PEOPLE AND ORGANIZATIONS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Source              │ Best For           │ Contact Method

────────────────────┼────────────────────┼───────────────

Historical Society  │ Local knowledge    │ In person/email

Local Historians    │ Deep details       │ Society referral

Long-time Residents │ Living memory      │ Direct contact

Detecting Clubs     │ Site leads         │ Meetings

Libraries           │ Research help      │ In person

Appendix M: Comprehensive Safety Protocols

Medical Emergency Response

FIELD MEDICAL RESPONSE:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

HEAT EXHAUSTION:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Symptoms:

• Heavy sweating

• Cool, pale, clammy skin

• Fast, weak pulse

• Nausea

• Dizziness

Response:

1. Move to cool area

2. Loosen clothing

3. Apply cool, wet cloths



4. Sip water slowly

5. If vomiting: seek medical help

HEAT STROKE (Emergency):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Symptoms:

• High body temperature (103°F+)

• Hot, red, dry skin

• Rapid, strong pulse

• Confusion

• Unconsciousness

Response:

1. CALL 911 immediately

2. Move to cool area

3. Cool body with any means available

4. Do NOT give fluids

5. Monitor until help arrives

SNAKE BITE:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Immediate Actions:

1. Move away from snake

2. Keep calm, limit movement

3. Call 911 or get to hospital

4. Remove jewelry near bite

5. Keep bite below heart level

Do NOT:

• Cut the wound

• Suck out venom

• Apply ice

• Apply tourniquet

• Drink alcohol

INSECT STINGS (Allergic Reaction):

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Watch For:

• Difficulty breathing

• Swelling of face/throat

• Rapid pulse

• Dizziness

• Hives beyond sting site

Response:

1. Use EpiPen if available

2. Call 911

3. Position for breathing

4. Monitor for shock

5. Give rescue breathing if needed



Environmental Hazards

HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND RESPONSE:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

UNSTABLE GROUND:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Signs:

• Old mine workings

• Sink holes

• Well depressions

• Cave systems

• Undermined areas

Prevention:

• Research site history

• Watch for depressions

• Probe uncertain ground

• Never enter old mines

• Avoid steep banks

WATER HAZARDS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Risks:

• Flash floods

• Drowning

• Hypothermia

• Strong currents

• Drop-offs

Prevention:

• Check weather forecasts

• Know escape routes

• Wear appropriate gear

• Never hunt alone in water

• Know your swimming limits

WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Common Threats:

• Snakes (especially in warm months)

• Bears (certain regions)

• Wild boar

• Aggressive dogs

• Stinging insects

Prevention:

• Watch where you step

• Make noise while walking

• Carry bear spray if appropriate



• Don't approach wildlife

• Know local species

Appendix N: Complete Glossary of Treasure Hunting Terms

COMPREHENSIVE GLOSSARY:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

A

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Air Test: Testing detector response with target in air

Alluvial: Deposited by running water (gold context)

All-Metal: Mode detecting all metallic objects

Amplitude: Signal strength indicator

Artifact: Human-made object of historical interest

Audio ID: Target identification by sound tone

B

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Barber: US coin design (dime, quarter, half) 1892-1916

Beach Hunting: Detecting on ocean/lake beaches

Bedrock: Solid rock underlying loose surface material

BFO: Beat Frequency Oscillation (old detector type)

Biface: Stone tool worked on both sides

Black Sand: Heavy mineral sand, often with gold

Blank: Coin before striking; or unreadable coin

Bootlegger: Person who made illegal alcohol

Button: Historical clothing fastener; high-value find

C

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Cache: Hidden deposit of valuables

Cap Gun: Toy pistol caps; common find

Cellar Hole: Depression marking old building basement

Chatter: Random false signals from ground

Cherry Picking: Selecting only best signals

Civil War: US conflict 1861-1865; relic-rich period

Clad: Modern non-silver coins (post-1964 US)

Coil: Search head of detector

Coin Garden: Site producing many coins

Coin Spill: Scattered coins from single loss event

Colonial: American historical period (1607-1776)

Conductivity: Metal's electrical conduction quality

Coquina: Shell-rock found in Florida; signals oddly

Crotal: Type of spherical bell; good find

D

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Datestamp: Date marked on artifact

Depth Gauge: Indicator of target depth



Detectorist: Person who uses metal detector

Dig: Excavation for target; also noun (the site)

Digger: Tool for excavating targets

Dime Shooter: 25+ year old silver dimes

Discrimination: Filtering out unwanted targets

Drift: Ground balance changing during hunt

Drop: Item lost where found (vs. discarded)

E

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

EMI: Electromagnetic Interference; causes false signals

Eye Appeal: Visual attractiveness of find

F

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

False Signal: Signal not from actual target

Ferrous: Iron-based metal

Field: Agricultural land; often productive

Find: Recovered item

Fire Camp: Historical encampment site

Flat Button: Military button without design

Float: Gold particles moved by water

Flux: Material aiding metal melting

Foil: Thin metallic sheet; common trash signal

Frequency: Detector operating cycles per second (kHz)

G

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Ghost Town: Abandoned settlement

Gilt: Thin gold coating over base metal

Ground Balance: Calibration to ignore mineralization

Gridding: Systematic search pattern

H

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Hammered: Hand-struck coin (vs. milled)

Halo Effect: Enhanced detectability from oxidation

Headstamp: Marking on ammunition cartridge base

Hoard: Deliberately buried collection

Hot Rock: Mineralized stone causing false signal

Hunted Out: Site thoroughly searched by others

I

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ID Number: Numerical target identification

Indian Head: US cent design 1859-1909

Induction Balance: Modern detector technology type

Iron Audio: Feature to hear iron's different tone

J

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Jewelry Mode: Detector setting for jewelry hunting



Junk: Non-valuable metallic trash

K

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

kHz: Kilohertz; detector frequency measure

Keeper: Find worth keeping

L

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Large Cent: US one-cent coin 1793-1857

Lead: Common metal found; bullets, seals, toys

LRL: Long Range Locator (controversial device)

M

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Machine Gun: Detector firing rapid signals (junk area)

Medallion: Large commemorative medal

Mercury Dime: US ten-cent coin 1916-1945

Milled: Machine-struck coin (vs. hammered)

Minié Ball: Civil War-era bullet type

Musket Ball: Round lead ammunition

N

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Natural: Unworked gold (nugget, dust)

Negative Ground: Soil reducing detection depth

Neutral Ground: Soil with minimal mineralization

Notch: Discrimination setting selection

Nugget: Natural gold piece

O

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Obverse: Front side of coin (usually head)

P

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Patina: Surface oxidation on metal

Permission: Authorization to hunt property

PI: Pulse Induction (detector type)

Pinpointer: Handheld device locating target precisely

Plat: Map showing property boundaries

Plug: Removed turf section for recovery

Positive Ground: Highly mineralized soil

Privy: Outdoor toilet; excellent find source

Prospecting: Searching for gold/precious metals

Provenance: Origin and history documentation

Pull Tab: Beverage can opening; common trash

R

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Relic: Historical artifact

Repeatable: Signal consistent from multiple angles



Research: Investigation of site history

Reverse: Back side of coin

Ring Pull: Old beverage can tab; common trash

Rosie: Roosevelt dime (1946-present)

S

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Salt Water: Affects detector performance

Sanborn: Fire insurance maps (research source)

Scatter: Distribution pattern of finds

Screw Cap: Bottle top; signals similar to coins

Seated: US coin design showing seated Liberty

Sensitivity: Detector amplification setting

Signal: Audio/visual target indication

Silver Dollar: One dollar silver coin

Site: Location for treasure hunting

Slam Dunk: Certain good signal

Spill: Scattered contents from single event

Sweep: Side-to-side coil motion

Sweet Spot: Most responsive coil area

T

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Target: Object causing detector signal

Target ID: Identification system for targets

Threshold: Background audio level

Toning: Attractive patina on silver coins

Tot Lot: Children's playground area

Trash: Non-valuable finds

Treasure: Valuable discovery

Trove: Hidden valuables, often legal term

U

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Undy: Undatable/unidentifiable coin

V

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

VDI: Visual Display Indicator (target ID)

Verdi: Green patina (verdigris)

VLF: Very Low Frequency (detector type)

W

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Waterproof: Submersible without damage

Wheat: Lincoln cent 1909-1958 (wheat reverse)

Whisper: Very faint signal

Wire Nail: Round modern nail (post-1890)

Z

───────────────────────────────────────────────────────



Zincoln: Zinc Lincoln cent (1982-present)

Zone: Defined search area within site

Appendix O: Resource Directory

Online Resources

ESSENTIAL WEBSITES:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

FORUMS AND COMMUNITIES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

TreasureNet.com         - Largest detecting forum

FindsDatabase.co.uk     - UK finds recording

DetectorProspector.com  - Gold prospecting focus

Friendly Metal Detecting - Facebook community

RESEARCH RESOURCES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Ancestry.com            - Census, records

Newspapers.com          - Historical newspapers

HistoricAerials.com     - Aerial photo archives

LOC.gov                 - Library of Congress maps

USGS.gov                - Topographic maps

IDENTIFICATION RESOURCES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

PCGS.com/photograde     - Coin grading

USButtonSociety.org     - Button identification

CivilWarSub.org         - Civil War artifacts

CoinSite.com            - Coin identification

MANUFACTURER SITES:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Minelab.com

GarrettMetalDetectors.com

XPDetectors.com

NoktaDetectors.com

FisherLab.com

Professional Organizations

ORGANIZATIONS AND CLUBS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

FMDAC (Federation of Metal Detector

       and Archaeological Clubs)

Website: fmdac.org



Task Force for Metal Detecting Rights

Website: detectingfreedom.com

American Numismatic Association

Website: money.org

STATE/REGIONAL CLUBS:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

Search online: "[Your State] metal detecting club"

Most states have multiple clubs

Many clubs listed on TreasureNet forum

Federation websites list member clubs

INTERNATIONAL:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

National Council for Metal Detecting (UK)

Federation of Independent Detectorists (UK)

Various national organizations worldwide

Recommended Reading

ESSENTIAL BOOKS:

━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

GENERAL DETECTING:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

"Modern Metal Detectors" by Charles Garrett

"The Metal Detecting Bible" by Brandon Neice

"The Metal Detector Handbook" by Dick Stout

COIN IDENTIFICATION:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

"A Guide Book of United States Coins" (Red Book)

"Cherrypickers' Guide" by Fivaz & Stanton

"Coin World Almanac"

RELIC HUNTING:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

"Rebirth of the Relic Hunter" by Mike Herringshaw

Civil War relic identification guides

Military button identification guides

GOLD PROSPECTING:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

"Finding Gold" by Chris Ralph

"Gold Prospector's Handbook" by Jack Black

Regional geology guides

RESEARCH:

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────



"Where to Find Gold in the United States"

Local history publications

State archaeological survey publications

Final Thoughts
Treasure hunting is ultimately about attention—the willingness to look where others don't, to research when
others won't, to persist when results are slow.

The treasures most worth finding often aren't gold or silver. They're the skills developed in seeking, the
knowledge gained in research, the wonder preserved in an age of cynicism.

Something valuable is always hidden somewhere. The question is whether you have eyes to see it.

Happy hunting.

SalarsU — Finding hidden value in all its forms

www.salars.net/treasure
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